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11 UNDER WATER 

There’s a lot of history 
buried beneath the placid 
surface of the Quabbin 
Reservoir. 


Hl IT’S NOT JUST COMICS 


Just follow the gargoyle to 
the new home of Kevin 
Eastman’s Words and 
Pictures Museum in 
Northampton, four floors 


of art and fun for everyone. 


CALENDAR PICKS 


i FRIDAY DECEMBER 16 i WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 21 


Eshu Bumpus and his vocal jazz Under the House comes over for a visit 
stylings are accompanied by guitarist to the Northampton Brewery from 10 
Doug MacMillan at the Montague Book p-m. = 12:30 a.m. 

Mill at 8 p.m 


MB SATURDAY DECEMBER 17 i FRIDAY DECEMBER 23 


Scud Mountain Boys envelop the room Gutterbirds, back by popular demand, 
with their “suicidally-slow country- bring their original vocal and guitar \ 
ae 2 : pop” at the Bay State Cabaret in sounds to the Black Sheep Café in 
8 CHARLES Sr Northampton with special solo acoustic Amherst at 8 p.m. a WILL WORK WITH is 
legendary jazz-influenced guest Tom Shea. 21+. Wa WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 28 The unsung heroes and 
om Meine Neville J SUNDAY DECEMBER 18 Gay and Lesbian Comedy Night, featur- heroines of the food busi- 
Seria B 5 ae Andrea Nathenson performs at the ing comedy improvisation by Schtick egg speak out, as The Valley 
se? sab ames . a 5 North Star in Northampton at 7:30 and Stones, is at the Iron Horse in Optenist coes behind the 
So eget) p.m. Northampton at 7 p.m. B 8 


December 16, at 7 p.m. scenes with Valley caterers. 
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THE FINEST _¢ or 


ie THE ULTIMATE GIFT CERTIFICATE 
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These scapes may be treasu red as an eminently 
collectable limited edition coin, or may be used 
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5 ral ue? when presented in its unopened case 


#1 King Street Northampton 584-3324 OPEN MON-WED 10-6; THURS-SAT 10-9, SUNDAY 12-5 
264 N. Pleasant Street, Amherst 253-3324 OPEN MON-SAT 10-6; THURS-10-9, SUNDAYS 12-5 
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An Apple Sale, 
like never 


before. = 


First ever, Inventory Clearance Sale—Prices are marked down as mush 


as 25%. From December 15th to December 24th, you'll have the oppor- 
J pt 


tunity to purchase the most powerful, productive computers for less. 


10 days only! 


Save up to 25% on 
ple Computers, 
software, books, gy 

and accessories. : 


Visit the friendly Macintosh experts at YES Computers today 


and save like never before. 


YES is the Answer 


38 Main Sureet * Northampton * MA * 413-585-0007 


é Computer Systems * Monitors * Reference Books and CD-ROM discs 


4 @ VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE m DECEMBER 14, 1994 C0 M PUTE RS 


(- On the first + 
» day of Christmas my true 
love won for me...a $100." 
» Gift Certificate to ” 
The Village Commons. 


(or was it the second day?) 


For twelve days before Christmas, beginning on Friday, 
December 9th, The Village Commons will be giving away one $100 gift 
certificate a day to a lucky visitor. These unique Gift Certificates can 


be used at any of The Village Commons’ shops, restaurants and theaters. 


a) They’ re also available to purchase (in case you don’t win one) S 


for amounts as low as $5. Come celebrate the holidays at 
The Village Commons and maybe you I] pick upa hundred bucks. 


Baker’s 

Café at the Commons 
Calico Shop 

Crabtree & Evelyn 
Crazy Moon Fashions 
European Aesthetics & Spa 
Eyes-on-the-Commons 
Fast Freddy’s 

Fedora’s Tavern 

Fleet Bank 
Fiddlesticks 


Frameworks 


Joe’s Shoe Repair 


Main Moon Chinese 
Restaurant 


Mona's Lace Place 

Motor Mouth’s Copy Center 
MWear 

Neuchatel Chocolates 

Ochoa for Hair 

Odyssey Bookshop 

Off the Shelf Music & Video 
Oriel Contemporary 

Craft Gallery 


The Perfect Fit- 
Photography by JC. Owen 
60 Minute Photo 

Spatial Design Systems 
Stonebrook Saddlery 
Tailgate Picnic 

Tower Theaters 

Underlings Lingerie 
Village Cleaners 


Windows-on-the-Common 


Yankee Candle 


Actos: from Mount Holyoke College on Route 116, South Hadley, Massachusetts 413~532~3600 
Holiday hours: Monday — Saturday: 10 am - 9 pm, Sunday: noon - 5 pm, Saturday Dec. 24th: 9 am - 4 pm 
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Main Street - Northampton - Open Seven Days 


*Sundays 12-5 
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italia iii atti 


Main Street - Northampton - Open Seven Days 


*Sundays 12-5 
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PINOCCHIO 


Ristorante Italiano 


¢ Private Parties 


Make your reservations now 
for your Holiday Celebrations. 
Join us for New Years. 
10% off Gift Certificates for 
the month of December 


Only minutes from 91 - Take Route 9 East to Amherst center (Rte 116) 
- take a left at light 
take a right at the next light - take your next left to Pinocchio’s. 
30 Boltwood Walk s« Amherst MA x Open 7 Days 
Lunch 11:30 - 3 Mon - Sat x« Dinner 5 - 10, 5-11 Weekends. 
‘S Call For Reservations® 


256 4110 
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CONTEMPORARY CLOTHING @ FOOTWEAR 


Downstairs oS ie 
150 Main Street - Northampton MA 
413 586 8017 
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“Galileo/Blues” by Chuck Stern, Oil on linen. 
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POSITIVELY REAL. 


GLIMPSES 


OFALOST 


Former Quabbin residents recall a past submerged 
by Helen Reilly 


ome say that when the Quabbin is low, you can take a boat out and find places 
where white church steeples peer up through the green water. The story of four 
towns lost in creating the reservoir conjures scenes of a simpler New England, 
crystallized and shimmering, Atlantis-like, beneath the Quabbin’s calm sur- 
face. “At one time a story started around that they left something in Enfield 
and you could still hear the bells toll,” says Doris Cargill, a former resident.“Well, 
that’s not true. They flattened everything.” 


Each week, in a decade-long tradition known as “Tuesday Tea,” former residents of the towns 
of Enfield, Prescott, Dana, and Greenwich gather at the Quabbin Visitor Center. Over coffee and 
snacks they exchange jokes and memories and news of one arother’s lives. Les Campbell, who, 
with his wife Terry, started the Visitor Center in 1984, says they got the idea for the Tuesday Teas 
when former residents kept coming in-to inquire after one another. Since the teas began, says 
Campbell, “They haven't missed a beat.” Between twenty and forty people come regularly, some 
driving an hour or more. “Nothing better to do,” says Chester Hanks, 84, who comes up from 
Connecticut with his' wife, Ethel, and brother, Roy. It was through the Tuesday Teas that Roy 
rediscovered his childhood sweetheart, Gladys (now deceased), whom he married in 1985. The 
farm the brothers grew up on is gone, remembered by the Hanks Picnic Area overlooking the 
reservoir. Thus continues what remains ofa lively, close-knit community that was dispersed over 
a half-century ago. 


ACHANGING HUMAN LANDSCAPE 


The Quabbin Reservation, containing 81,000 acres of water and protected land, extends 18 miles 
from New Salem and Petersham in the north to Belchertown and Ware in the south. Beloved by 
local residents and naturalists for its unspoiled beauty and wildlife, the Quabbin was created in 
the 1930s for the practical purpose of providing clean water to Boston’s exploding population. 
Today it is part of a system supplying water to more than 2.2 million people, most in the eastern - 
part of the state, at a rate of 151 gallons per person per day. 

An ambitious piece of engineering, the Quabbin was, in 1938, the largest drinking-water sup- 
ply reservoir ever constructed — an impressive example of “American ingenuity” and the tech- 
nological advances that were changing the face of the country. To lawmakers in Boston, the Swift 
River Valley was an ideal location for such a project. A natural basin generously watered by the 
Swift River and its tributaries, the valley was home to a rural population of 2,500 unlikely to pose 
much resistance to their plan. 

With the passage of the Swift River Act in 1927, the Commonwealth began buying up proper- 
ty under the auspices of the Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission [MDWSC]. Lois 
Barnes was seven years old. “Prescott was the smallest and youngest town — mainly farms. Farmers 
generally left early, she recalls, because of the time involved in building up a new farm. “Practically 
no families were left [in Prescott] by 1930.” 

At that time her family moved to Greenwich. Although her father was himself a successful farmer 
and lumber man, both her parents were officials of Prescott, and needed to stay in the area to tend 
the business of a town that would not be declared officially dead until 1938, when all four towns 
were disincorporated. “There was no time I can remember that we weren't talking about moving.” 
She remembers being moved from school to school as small country schools closed their doors 
forever. “It was very sad. Your friends were moving out and there was a certain amount of anxi- 
ety — where are you going to move, and when?” 

In 1927, the Hanks family was the first to leave Enfield. Chester Hanks, then 17, recalls that the 
family lost several thousand dollars in the transition to a new farm in Connecticut. “They'd go 
around and appraise your place, give you about half of what it’s worth. It was a dirty trick.” As the 
oldest son, Hanks was obliged to work for many years to prevent the family from losing their new 
farm. 

Barnes remembers her father as “bitter” about the fact that, though he received a fair price for 
his property, he was not compensated for the value of a business he had spent his life in building. 
Some, like Lucile Thresher’s mother, went to court to dispute the appraisal of their property. “She 
asked for twice as much as she wanted,” recalls Lucile, who grew up in Webster (along with sister 
Gladys) not far from the Hanks’. “She asked for $16,000 and she got $8,000.” A few refused to sell. 
Eventually the state took their property by eminent domain. 

But Harry Thresher, Lucile’s husband of 56 years, thinks most people were satisfied with their 
price and were able to relocate without much hardship. “It’s just the point they had to move they 
didn't like,” he says. “I think in many cases the farmers who moved were better off. Like farms that 
had electricity. They had better roads. Markets were handier. In Greenwich Village, they had to 
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put milk cans and everything on a train.” Many disagree. 
Says Barnes, “People should have been paid for business. 
And people should have had help in finding new jobs and 
so forth. That would have been done if it had happened in 
this period.” 

For many, the financial losses paled next to the emo- 
tional ones. Marjorie Vincent, Harry Thresher’s younger 
sister, remembers moving on Christmas Eve of 1933. “My 
mother just hated to move. We had to be out the first of 
the year. She stayed as long as she could.” Barnes believes 
the experience hastened the death of her grandfather. Adds 
Lucile Thresher, “My sister Bunny, she doesn’t like that 
beautiful Quabbin at all. She’d like to pull the plug out, 
because they took all our homes away. So she won't say it’s 
pretty, not even yet.” Says Chester Hanks, “When I see a 
big valley, I think, why don’t they flood this, like they did 


ours?” 


OPPORTUNITY INLOSS 

Those who stayed during the decade of preparation and 
construction saw the valley undergo a gradual metamor- 
phosis. As longtime residents moved out, others moved to 
the valley to work on the project. Houses, barns, and trees 


disappeared, as huge aqueducts and dam structures were 
erected. Barnes points out that the project offered employ- 
ment, especially to the valley's young men, that was scarce 
in those days. “They didn’t have to go on the road during 
the Depression. They worked. Many of them ended up in 
jobs related to heavy machinery and other useful things. It 
gave them experience that they never would have had oth- 
erwise.” 

Some of the jobs created by the project were not so 
glamorous. Over 500 graves in 34 cemeteries had to be 
removed. All but a thousand were reentered at a ceme- 
tery within the Quabbin Reservation. The rest went to 
family plots in private cemeteries. Lucile Thresher’s 
brother-in-law oversaw the task. Says Harry Thresher, 
“Tt seems like every young man who had anything to do 
with that cemetery got to drinking.” Lucile explains: 
“Some of them were so bad that they would take ’em 
right up on the shovel. The remains, you know. You had 
to have a strong stomach.” Lois Barnes’ mother was in 
charge of making out the permits for moving graves from 
the town of Prescott. Barnes remembers a cemetery she 
would pass on her way to the school bus stop. “Every 
day there were men out there digging up graves. That was 
going on all the time—one of my weirder memories.” 

The project also brought an influx of outsiders to the 
valley, among them surveyors, engineers, and approxi- 
mately two thousand “Woodpeckers,” unemployed young 
men from the Boston area who, according to consensus, 
“had never been in the woods or held an axe before.” Many 
boarded with local families, including Les Campbell’s and 
the Threshers. For the most part, these city boys didn’t 
cause much trouble beyond a tendency toward afterhours 
drunkenness. But Harry remembers when a few set fire to 
the Enfield church in 1933. Townspeople rushed to the 
scene at four in the morning, “just as the bell fell from the 
belfry right down to the cellar.” Four buildings succumbed 
to the fire. When Lucile and Harry were married five years 
later, the ceremony took place at the Thresher farm, the 
church long since gone. 

Some buildings were neither razed nor burned — they 
were transported. Lois Emerson, whose family left the val- 
ley in 1928, remembers going back to visit her brother, who 
was tearing down a house. “He moved to Amherst, and 
took the lumber with him and sold it. A lot of people tore 
them down and rebuilt them. Some of them took them 
whole. Once the MDWSC bought them, they sold them 
back for next to nothing. And what they didn’t sell, they 
burnt.” 

Lucile Thresher’s sister moved her house in two sections. 
Says Harry Thresher, “They bought the house for $60, cut 
it in half, and took it on a truck up to Pelham.” 


Soft focus on the past — Enfield, circa 1887. Photographer unknown. 


F \ 
The Quabbin Reservoir filled to 89% capacity in 1986. Photographed by Les Campbell. 
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POSIT LY REAL 


Wealthy New Yorkers bought the Hanks’ 
house after the family left. Chester Hanks 
has gone to see it in its new location: Bristol, 
Vermont. Lois Barnes remembers a con- 
tractor who bought up houses and tore them 
down, marking all the parts, to reconstruct 


scattered around the valley offered a unique 
opportunity for some families suffering the 
effects of the Depression in nearby cities. 
Doris and Jim Cargill were children of two 
such families. Originally from the Springfield 
area, in the early ’30s both families moved to 
farms on the same stretch of road in 
Enfield — left complete with tools, 
dishes, and pots and pans. 

Doris’s father, a rifle-tester at 
Stephen's Arms in Chicopee, knew 
his job was in jeopardy. For five dol- 
lars a month, a farm with a woodlot 
and large gardens 
allowed the family to 
be self-sufficient, while 
relatives who 
remained in the city 


welfare. The children 
helped with raising 
chickens, working in 
the gardens, chopping 
trees for fuel, and a 
great deal of canning. 
Though the rent money often came 
hard, says Doris, “We lived very well. 
1 loved every minute of it.” 

At the age of eight Doris discov- 
ered the vigorous country life valley 
children had always known. Residents 


Courtesy Les Campbell 


Greenwich resident, Lou Squires, worked fondly remember both work and play. 


on the dam. 


them elsewhere. Many, she says, wound up 
in Dorset, New Hampshire, a popular resort 
town. 

Often people leaving the valley left behind 
more than their houses. “When people sold 
their homes, they always left things,” says 
Lois Emerson. “They didn’t know then they 
were valuable. When the MDWSC went to 
tear them down they got treasures untold.” 

The abandoned homes and possessions 


: Maribe 
9: 


In autumn and winter, Harry 
Thresher earned ten cents a day starting the 
fire in his school’s pot-belly stove. On his walk 
home through the woods he checked his trap- 
line: a good skunk pelt could go for as much 
as $3.50. He sold magazines, newspapers and 
cards, eventually saving $24 for a bicycle. In 
the summer he worked with his three broth- 
ers in the fields, racing with them at the end 
of the day to a pond that offered cool relief 
from the itchy hayseed that clung to their skin. 


“Vision care & exams 
«Contact lens specialist 


«Eyeglasses, full laboratory 
-Accepting most insurances 
*Free parking 


Lucile’s Thresher’s older sister had the job of 
bringing the men in the fields a drink of water, 
molasses, and ginger they found especially 
thirst-quenching. Doris remembers days work- 
ing in the gardens with her siblings punctu- 
ated with breaks for lemonade, sandwiches, 
and swimming. 

Valley children survived harsh winters with 
healthy doses of sledding, skating and skiing. 
Emerson remembers the excitement in the 
air on days'the teacher would declare the 
pond behind the schoolhouse safe for skat- 
ing. And all can recount the proverbial miles- 


— Les Campbell 


long walk to school in the snow. But in bet- 
ter weather, some kids rode to school in a 
surrey with a fringe on top. Chester Hanks 
drove himself and his brothers to school every 
day, parking his horse in a nearby shed, 
remembering to bring the horse’s lunch — 
a bag of hay — as well as his own. 

There were encounters with wildlife. Harry 
Thresher remembers being surprised by a 
bobcat while accompanying his father on his 
mail sleigh one dark winter's night. “I'll never 
forget that scream,” he says, referring to the 
cat’s cry as it sailed clear over the horse in 
front of them. “I’m just glad it didn’t land on 
the horse.” Some interactions were more 
benign. Recatls Emerson, “We went swim- 
ming in the river, with the big black snakes 
that hid in the grass. We weren’t afraid of 


them. We played with them.” 

Idyllic as this sounds, many say that as 
young people they welcomed the activity the 
project brought to the valley, and were eager 
to move to a new home with modern con- 
veniences. “I wanted to move. We didn’t have 
electricity of bathrooms in Greenwich Village. 
You had to go clear to the end of the barn — 
a long walk in the winter. I felt like ] was mov- 
ing to a big city,” says Emerson, whose fam- 
ily moved to nearby North Brookfield, where 
she lives today. “Of course, now I want to go 
back,” she adds, laughing. 


“If we hadn’t sent the water to "O0UBYE.ANDHELLO.. _ 

Boston, Boston would have 
were forced togoon fOWed Out here. ’d much rather’ tc — almost scary.” says 
send them the water.’ 


Harry Thresher remem- 
bers the valley in the final 
phase of clearing as “deso- 


Barnes, “They were clearing 
it right down to the bare 
ground, They would cut 
brush and trees and anything 
that was left — houses, 
buildings. They would bull- 
doze it into one heap and put a match to it. 
There was burning day and night. It was like 
Dante’s inferno — smoke and flames all the 
time during that whole last period.” Doris 
Cargill, whose family had already moved on 
by that time, recalls, “We went back and saw 
our house flat. It was a shock. We didn’t go 
back again.” 

Lois Emerson’s sister-in-law was post- 
mistress of Greenwich. “She sent out cards 
— ‘Last mail to leave Greenwich,’ with the 
date postmarked. They were the last ones to 
leave the village. Other people said, ‘I ain’t 
going to leave. They'll have to take me ina 
boat.’ Oh, you'd hear that a lot. Well, my 
brother and his wife, they were the only ones 
to actually leave on a boat,” following a hur- 
ricane that hitcentral Massachusetts in 1938, 


Guaranteed waterproof boots 


OPTOMETRIST 
from Canada’s premier maker of 


“My goal is to provide excellent vision services 


in a caring manner.” ...Maribeth A. Erb, O.D. 


Former Morrison clients records at our office 


LOCATED IN SULLIVAN SQUARE ON THE 
CORNER OF MAIN & SOUTH STREETS IN 
DOWNTOWN NORTHAMPTON 


584-6616 
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HERBS - VITAMINS - NATURAL BODY CARE 
FRESH LOCALLY ROASTED GOURMET COFFEE 
WHOLE FOODS - ORGANIG PRODUCE - BULK FOODS 


a whole food Store 
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women’s outdoor footwear, 


SANTANA CANADA. 


yh 


CANADA 


Since 1973 


STVUTSES SNES 


197 Main St. Northampton, MA 


causing floods. 

With human dwellings gone, and the land- 
scape dramatically altered by dams and the 
trees planted to curb erosion, former resi- 
dents can find visiting the Quabbin disori- 
enting. “It doesn’t look at all the way it used 
to. There’s a weird feeling about the fact that 
you can look through the water and see foun- 
dations of buildings and roads that go right 
into the reservoir,” says Lois Barnes. 

“Sometimes when people move away, they 
can go back to their old homestead. There 
was no way we could do that. My brother 
Everett always said he was like a man with- 
out a country when they flooded the 
Quabbin. He went through 
Belchertown without looking at it.” 

Several of the Tuesday Tea group have 
gone back to sites still above water, some 
finding the cellar hole and well of their old 
homestead. Harry Thresher enjoys explor- 


never 


ing Quabbin’s woods, discovering secrets 
— such as a forgotten tombstone — hid 
den there. 

While acknowledging its beauty, many feel 
that the creation of the Quabbin was unnec- 
essary, at b it. Some believe that Boston 
already hb . access to an ample water supply 
which could have been made more efficient, 
and that the decision to build the reservoir 
was more political than practical. Says Chester 
Hanks, “I hear the pipes leak so much in 
Boston that they waste more water than they 
use.” Marjorie Vincent says she knows peo- 
ple in Boston who “don’t have the vaguest 
idea where their water comes from, | think 
that upsets me the most.” 


SANCTUARY 


Les Campbell takes a different view. “It 
was the right thing to do at the right time, 
because it could never be done today. If we 


hadn’t sent the water to Boston, Boston 
would have moved out here. I'd much rather 
send them the water.” Originally from near- 
by Ware, Campbell got a job at the Quabbin 
right after high school, in 1944. He worked 
his way up to become a water-quality tester 
a position he held until he retired in 1988. 
Also a photographer with a deep affinity for 
nature, Les Campbell has compiled an 
impressive visual history of the Quabbin, 
comprised of photos he has rescued from 
fading away in various archives, as well as 
his own work. Though respectful of the loss 
suffered by those displaced by the reservoir, 
he points out that they weren't the first peo- 
ple dispossessed of the valley. “Native 
Americans liked it here, too, and they were 
forced out without any compensation. Some 
of it is a brutal story.” 

He finds it pleasantly ironic that the nat- 
ural beauty of the Quabbin is merely the by- 
product of a project undertaken to meet an 
urban center’s growing demand for water. 
To ensure a pure watershed, the MDWSC 
purchased 56,000 acres of land surround- 
ing the reservoir, which is now a carefully 
protected “managed wilderness.” In so 
doing, says Campbell, “They've created a 
sanctuary not just for wildlife, but for peo- 
ple. Places like the Quabbin are necessary 
to our spiritual health as pure water is to 
our physical health.” 

Lois Barnes considers what might have 
happened to the valley if the Quabbin had 
not been created. “The tourist industry 
would've taken over, and that would have 
changed the character of those towns, 
because that was already happening.” Says 
Doris Cargill, “If Enfield was still there, it 
would be full of McDonald's and condo- 
miniums, with the same problems as every- 
body else. So we have it to remember.” * 


Give The Gift of 
ADVENTURE!! 


A GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM 


AIRBORNE ADVENTURES 
IS THE ULTIMATE’ GIFT FOR YOUR FAVORITE PERSON 
THIS HOLIDAY. : 


YOUR HASSLE-FREE GIFT-GIVING IS JUST A PHONE 
CALL AWAY 
ASK FOR OUR SKYDIVING VIDEO TO GET A FEEL 


FOR THE EXCITEMENT! 


MENTION THIS AD FOR A DISCOUNT ON YOUR 
GIFT CERTIFICATE 


1-800 444-JUMP 


— ———. a — ———————— 


sy Les Campbell 


Courte: 


Q 
eS 
3 
< 


Friends of Quabbin Board members Roy Hanks and Lois Barnes. 
Hanks’ family was the first to leave Enfield in 1927. 


“fancy” panties $5 & up 
sleepmasks $10 & up 
garter belts $6.50 & up 
stockings $4.50 & up 
stay ups $8.50 & up 
cotton underpants $3.50 & up. Cf 
vibrators $10 

benwa balls $10 

hot oils $6 7 
edible 

his or hers $5 

body stockings $10 
push-up bra sets $21 & up 
teddies $10 & up 
games $25 & up 
tights $11 & up 


and of course... 
Our complete 
Selection of so 
much more. 


own Northamton 


14 Center Street Dow 
584-5783¢ Open 7 * Open 


enings 
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Gift Certificates 
— | always available 
SPRINGFIELD MA ae Gift registry 


PARAMOUNT 


Meifa Hair Styx 
a collection of hair 
accessories 


i A xperience our 
STARS OF THE MOVIE Le filled 


"THE COMMITMENTS" Basement Shop _ 
JANUARY 13TH 


AN ADAPTATION OF "RAISIN IN THE SUN" Res _- -*\ . tl Warm & toasty 
THE MUSICAL "RAISIN" eat, Caen a 100% Cotton 
- oe , ae Coats & Jackets 
PHILIP BAILEY - VOICE OF EARTH WIND & FRE : 
JT TAYLOR - FORMER LEAD SINGER OF KOOL & : 


THE GANG 
HOWARD HEWETT - LYNETTE STEPHENS - OF THE HAWKINS SINGERS 
TO BENEFIT THE URBAN LEAGUE 


JANUARY 28TH 


oe aa 4 pen si 
SOUNTRY 
TICKETS ON SALE AT BOX OFFICE CALL 413-734-5874 mr COUN: aw 
ALL STRAWBERRIES RECORD OUTLETS OR CALL yy WV IVny \ 
PROTIX AT 1-800-955-5566 Co F RT 


153 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 


Book Early & Save 


= wa 
= 
cane 


Sn; ore taaai 
Custom 


Picture Framing 
Cancun from $399 
Since 1944 Jamaica from $439 


restrictions apply 


584-3707 | | AING 


FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 


6 Service Center 527-0200 “REST 


Northampton, MA 30 Northampton St. me vDunS Feat 
Rt. 10, Easthampton i} 9 94 


RAVEN Just in! 


lens PRINCETON 
Wie ' MIT Press PRINCETON 
le Vg publisher prices REVIEW _ 


Many titles available 


Specializing We Score More 


in academic titles ETS and Princeton University are not atfillated with The Princeton Review 
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Ho! Ho! Ho! Holiday 


Oriental Rug SALE 


20% 10 40% OFF 
Chis Holiday Dress Up Your Kooms and 
Give A Gift of Kugs to YourXoved 
Ones...which will Last A Lifetime k. 
Enhance in Value 


LARGEST RUG 


as 


The Persian Knot 


Antique * New * Fine Oriental Rugs 
300 Pleasant St., Northampton * 582-9044 


Tuesday, Wednseday, Saturday 10-6 Thursday & Friday 10-9, Sunday 12-6 + Closed Monday 


Creative Ideas 
Distinctive Gifts — 


186 Main St.eGreenfield Ma.¢(413) 773-7701 
7 Hadley St.eSouth Hadley Ma.¢(413) 533- 


ERGONOMICS: 


Workplace Essentails for the’90’s 
for home or office 


WHALEN’S 


OFFICE FURNITURE SHOWCASE 


Damon Road ¢ Northampton 
Between Exits 19 & 20, I-91 


Open Mon. - Sat. Delivery Service * Major Credit Cards Accepted 


CA eon iad Care siudio 


Aclient receives a relaxing and detoxifying seaweed body wrap 


Gift Certificates 
Bes 2% ot SO 


ig, BASE TS Skin Care Studio 


Facials, Spa Body Treatments, Make-up 
lessons, Waxing (hair removal). 
Complimentary Consultations 


96 N. Pleasant St., Amherst Center. 
Call for free Brochure 253-9131 
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Bart Northampton 


ALL NATURAL ICE CREAM 


SOOO OOOOOOOOOOOO OOOOH 


+ Full Espresso Bar 


| SOOO OOOOSOHOOOOOOOOOSD 


BART'S HOMEMADE * 235 MAIN/DOWNTOWN NORTHAMPTON 


Hans & Curran, 2c. 


30 Years of Experience in Immigration Law 


1163 Main Street 13 Old South St. 50 Congress St. 
ie Springfield, MA Northampton, MA Boston, MA 
% 781-6370 584-3232 (617) 722-0043 
Free Consultation for 
Five-College Students/Faculty 


AT THE 
BROADSIDE 


*& FICTION & NON-FICTION * 
* BEST SELLERS « 
* CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
_ %& CALENDARS * 
* MYSTERY & SCI-FI 
* LITERATURE * 
*& POETRY x 
* ART & ARCHITECTURE 
* PHOTOGRAPHY * 
* COOKBOOKS * 
* HUMOR BOOKS 
* TRAVEL BOOKS 
* BOOKS-ON-CASSETTE * 


247 MAIN STREET 
NORTHAMPTON 
586-4235 


OPEN SUNDAYS 12-5 PM, MON THRU SAT 9:30AM 'TIL 9PM 
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BOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS 


Check our selection of gift 


books for all ages 
calendars * cd roms * cards * puzzles 
and more! 


Starting Nov. 20 
Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9:30-7 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 9:30-9, Sunday 12-6 
across from the Post Office * ample free parking 


——— 
C d ox I 
ome an brn il one of the area 3 


premire —< ~~ aments. 


rds es 
ee ete 73 yes ae 


er 
Relax by our open-hearth fires and enjoy 
savory appetizers, delectable entrées 
and our daily specials. 


* 536-7700 * 


Exit 17 south off Rt. 91, 2 miles west on Rte. 141 
Tues.-’Sat. Lunch from 11:30. Tues. - Sat. Dinner from 2:30 
Sunday Dinner starting at noon 


Have you discovered 
the Leverett Co-op yet? 


“Come check out our new oafe-style atmosphere! 
Mention this advertisement & get a 
free cup of our famous coffee or tea! 


ae OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ate 


The Leverett Village Co-op 


180 Rattlesnake Gutter Road, Leverett, Ma. 01054 
3 miles toward git la from the juno. of Rtes. 47 & 63 
413) 367-9794 


oat 
\We'll take care of your 


kids while you take care of 
yourself. 


DROP & SHOP 


Parents, could you use a few extra hours to do the things you 
gotta do? Then Kidsports Drop & Shop program is what you 
need. Catch up on those last minute details for the holidays. 


Monday Dec. 19 - Saturday Dec. 24 
MONDAY - SATURDAY: eee 
3 sessions for children 
» 3 to 5 years old 
(No children in diapers please) [y 
Call For Details 


Sessions include three hours of games & activities & a snack. Cost is 
$10/session. Beeper rental is available. Limited spaces. 
Pre-registration suggested. 


Monday Dec. 26 - Friday, Dec. 30 
9 am - 4 pm 


KIDSPORTS Winter Camp is a fun-filled 
day with games & adventure for 


5-12 year olds. 


@ Obstacle Course 
@ The Adventure Challenge: 


our two-story indoor play structure 


Cost is $25/day including lunch. Pre-registration required by 


Thursday, December 22. 


The KIDSPORTS philosophy is to belp children feel good about themselves and 


the world around them so they will grow into healthy, happy adults. 


317 Russell St. (Rt. 9) Hadley, MA 01035 
————4139586+0633 


Views expressed on The Valley Optimist Opinion Page are not necessarily shared or endorsed by 


the staff of Optimist Publications. We welcome submissions to this forum. Please provide clear 


(preferably typewritten) copy and your name and phone number. 


The Problem With Pigeons 


Letter to the Editor 


There is only one flock of pigeons in 
Northampton, and they’re in danger. 
Observant eyes will notice some changes 
on the brownstone building on the corner 
of Pleasant Street and Hampton Avenue of 
late; the decoy owl statuettes are being 
replaced by beams of spikes on the top of 
that structure. The area pigeons have failed 


the sidewalk there, dazed and unable to fly. 
It is presently convalescing in my apart- 
ment. I surmise that this bird fell from the 
building top because while there is no exter- 
nal damage, this unfortunate pigeon spins 
in circles and falls on its head when it 
attempts to walk. It also has some vision 
problems which necessitates force feeding 


If any bird fanciers in Northampton 
care about this situation, they might 
stock up on wire cages, peanuts, and 
eyedroppers. 


to be intimidated by the artificial preda- 
tors, and far harsher methods of discour- 
aging these birds are being installed. 

1 call these measures harsh because 
pigeons, more so than most birds, are 
instinctive slaves to their homing procliv- 
ities. Cher Ami, that celebrated carrier 
pigeon of the first World War, didn’t save 
the troops by flying through the enemy lines 
— losing a foot and being shot in the chest 
— because it hated the German Army; it 
braved those injuries to return, with mes- 
sage secured to its remaining leg, because 
it wanted to go to its nest and its mate wait- 
ing there. The. flock that resides at 77 
Pleasant Street is equally habitual, and those 
pigeons do continue to land there, even if 
it means that sharp little daggers are await- 
ing them. 

I know these pigeons are in danger 
because I found one adolescent pigeon on 


— opening its beak and dropping in small 
grains as its parents once did. It is a devel- 
opmentally disabled pigeon. 

The other pigeons in Northampton will 
undoubtedly face other perils. Some will be 
impaled, some will lose a foot. I’m not sug- 
gesting that the owner of the building 
doesn’t have the express right to protect the 
property as the owner sees fit; I’m merely 
pointing this out so that if any bird fanciers 
in Northampton care about this situation, 
they might stock up on wire cages, peanuts, 
and eyedroppers. There will be a lot of needy 
pigeons to be found huddled on the ground 
the next few months. Pigeons do make very 
nice, and loyal, pets — as I have discovered 
since raising them over ten years ago. One 
of nature’s most stoic and adaptable ani- 
mals, the common pigeon needs your help. 

Craig Timothy Kurtz 

Northampton 


Penny and her friends 
are looking for good homes. 


These hand sewn, fully jointed bears 


will steal your heart. 
Unique and beautiful 
handcrafted items 
from over 60 local area artists. 


Raffle Tickets - $1.00 


Free gift with $25.00 purchase 


HISTORIC NORTHAMPTON'S 


Rebiday Shop 


46 Bridge Street, Northampton, MA (across from Post Office) 


Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10 to 5, Thurs. & Fri. 10 to 8, Sun, 12 to 5 


MORE TREADMILLS! 
(MORE: TAIRMASTERS! 


MORE VARIETY! 


6/MONTH 12 MON 


AMHERST 
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ATHLETIC CLUB 
256-0080 
A460 West St. 


1994 m17 


bY 


where you'll encourage Ms 
kids to climb 
the walls, yy 


is a family fun and fitness center 

Dorts sn : 
Many membership options available. Come see us fora 
grand tour of our new and exciting fact, 


| December hours are Monday through Saturday 9am to 6pm Sunday’ 12pm to 6pm 


Come and play for a day! 


| \Adventure Challenge-our two story indoor play structure 
(Wee Challenge-Our softer, smaller play structure for younger 
| AInteravtive Game Area children 
| Smack Safari-A selection of healthy and fun foods. 
at Kidsports the password is fun! 


317 Russell St. (Rt. 9) Hadley, MA 01035 
413°586°0633 


Looking For A Doctor? 
Call Our Physician 
Referral Service At 
062-2200. It's Free! 


If you're new to the area or just having trouble 
finding a physician who ’ accepting new patients, 
ry our free Physician Referral Service. Pick up the 
phone and call 582-2200 Monday thru Friday 

from 10a.m. to 8 p.m. and weekend noon till 3p.m. 
Our friendly volunteer operators will offer you the 
lames, addresses, and phone numbers of primary 


ree community service., from your community 


care physicians and specialists in your area. It’s a 
lospite 


30 LOCUST STREET * ROUTE 9 » NORTHAMPTON 
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_BRIDGE! | 


Oh What 
Fun It Is lo 
Ride. 


Big savings will put big smiles selection of quality Giant® bicycles 
on everyone’s face this Christmas. — on sale now. ‘There’s something 
for the whole family. 


Stop by and take a peek at our 


& GIANT 
VALLEY BICYCLES 


gore Sas Kone Sal ere 6 
256-0880 “eve ie Sun 12-5 


» ORGANIC AND GREEN COTTON CLOTHES ~ RECYCLED PRODUCTS ~ RAINFOREST CRUNCH & GIFTS ~ CARDS ~ 


112 MAIN STREET!! 


COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION 
Do something f2r-= een B: 
good for you, }, 
your friends, el eit A \ Ni 
and our : Sas © — fa ee 
planet... Sra & 7 


shop at 
OPTIONS. 


,TEST KITS FOR: LEAD, RADON, CO,, MICROWAVE, HO QUALITY ~ RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES ~ 
~ $u3SNs4I0 AdVESHIVNOEY ~ STIO TVLLN3SS3 ~ SNOLING ~ SLUIHS-1 ~ SHSNOLLS wading 


TRUCK—EATING 


CLOTHING A 


| NEW: USED: VINTAGE j 
2 BRIDGE ST. NORTHAMPTON, MA.O1060 
Open 7 Days- Thurs. till 8 P.M. 


Graphic Art and Gargoyles 


Riding on success, Kevin Eastman’s unique Words and Pictures Museum moves over and grows up 


by Jonathan Ratcliff 


ave you noticed people cran- 

ing their necks skyward on the 

streets of Northampton lately? 

They’re trying to get a better 
look at the enormous, winged gargoyle, 
those sinister little faces, and those win- 
dows with cut out cartoon silhouettes on 
the building next to Thornes Marketplace 
on Main Street that has been undergoing 
renovations since last April. 

The exterior merely hints at the creative 
design that lurks inside. The building that 
once housed Beardsley’s restaurant has 
become home to the new Words and 
Pictures Museum — a remarkable facility 
boasting an unconventional layout and a 
one-of-a-kind concept. 

A couple of years ago Kevin Eastman, 
local artist, icon, and co-creator of the now- 
universally famous Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, 
set out to bring inspire his own love of comic 
bookart and illustration in the masses. Eastman’s 
financial success in the '80s provided him with 
the meansand the motivation to pursue his mis- 
sion. 

The Words and Pictures Museum became 
the vehicle for Eastman’s goal, and it was an 
immediate success. “The Museum was phe- 
nomenally well received,” says co-director Fiona 
Russell. “You could see it in our gift shop sales, 
the people who said 
and wrotevery posi 
tive things about it, 
or just by the sheer 


numbers of people 


Our goal is to 
dispel 


for the area: this is where it all began for 
him. In keeping with his loyalty to small town 
living, Eastman has kept much of his business 
here, contracting local businesses towork on the 
design and construction of the new museum. 
One visit will show you that itwas no small under- 
taking, 

The word museum does little to conjure up 
what has been created inside. As was the original 
museum (located in the historic Roundhouse in 
Northampton), the new Words and Pictures is 
an experiment in interior design, conceptualized 
by Eastman and his Words and Pictures crew 
and a professional museum service company. 
The new museum will have all of the elements 
of the original, in addition to some surprising 
new features. By Russell’s estimate, Words and 
Pictures is four timesas large as it used to be, with 
four very full floors (connected by an elevator) 
of comic book art and other related diversions. 

There are, according to Russell, many 
advantages to the new location. The new 
building is in a high traffic area — mean- 
ing it will attract more people and be easi- 
er to find. The expansion in size is obvi- 
ously enormous, enabling Words and 
Pictures to have three different exhibits 


going on simultaneously in different gal- 
leries in the building, as opposed to the sin- 
gle exhibits shown in the old Roundhouse 
location. This means vis: 
itors can experience a 
wider range of comic art 
and really get a feel for 


the genre’s potential. 


who came through misconceptions One of the things the 
the door.” museum is already 

But why in about this art known for (particularly 
Northampton? among comic aficiona- 
One might expect form. dos) is its vast and var- 


to see this type of 
museum ina larger metropolitan area, like 
Boston or New York. “Quite frankly, the 
Pioneer Valley is an absolute hotbed of tal- 
ented artists,” says Russell. “There are comic 
book publishers, a number of editorial car- 
toonists, fantasy illustration artists, and 
children’s book illustration artists here. Not 
only that, the Valley area is receptive to 
what it is we do here and, bottom line, it’s 
home. Start at home, you know?” 

Russell is right. Eastman has an affinity 


ied collection. The abil- 
ity to showcase more of it is certainly a high- 
light of the new museum. 

Words and Pictures whisks the visitor 
away from reality into the surreal world of 
comic illustration by setting different the- 
matic scenes with which the visitor can 
interact. The effect is immediate, beginning 
with the newly expanded “time cave” that 
covers, as Russell says, “1,500 years [of illus- 
tration] in 15 footsteps.” The origins of 
graphic art are chronicled here, from cave 


Mark Rea 


Animated Downtown Northampton- the brand new home of the 


Words and Pictures Museum. 


drawings to the modern comic book. Inside, 
visitors can actually create their own char- 
acters in one of many ways, from chalk- 
boards and sketch pads to computers and 
thermal-image-producing light boards. This 
is all provided on the interactive second 
floor, in between large replicas of the Turtles 
and false storefronts. It’s a guaranteed draw 
(so to speak) for the kids. 

The third and fourth floors house the 
main galleries. The third floor is a more tra- 
ditional gallery used for bimonthly exhibits. 
The fourth floor holds the largest gallery 
and just screams “Hey, this is art!” by sat- 


irizing the Louvre museum with ornamental 
frames (that hold comics!), ornate columns, 
and a vaulted ceiling. The size of this floor 
(and its built-in stage setup) provides an 
excellent forum for exhibit openings, round- 
table discussions, and artists’ signings, as 
well as new events that could include illus- 
trator lectures and discussions open to the 
public. 

Unlike the old museum, there will be an 
admission fee, but folks at Words and 
Pictures expect it to be reasonable. “There 
will be free days for Northampton resi- 

continued on page 46 


Cleary Jewelers proudly 
introduces the Official UMass 
Basketball Watch. This 


strap can be found 


exclusively at Cleary’s for $69.95. 


DiEcT FRoM ITALY. 


New Arrivals for the 
Holiday Season. 


European dress and casual shoes, discount prices, 
starting at $79—compare at $169 


CLEARY «a13) 774-2833 


jewelers 


248 Main Street, Greenfield, MA. a= SSN z seis 
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TALKING BUSINESS 


The Fine Art O1Guiinary Consultation 


Three Valley caterers reflect on the profession 


by Erica Habert 


Caterers just might be the unsung heroes 
and heroines of the food business. It is they 
who work diligently behind the scenes at 
your office party, class reunion, and wed- 
ding to please the palate of every guest — 
and save the hosts from mounds of dish- 
es. They also come to the rescue of many a 
panicked party-giver during this holiday 
season and throughout the year. 

As individual preferences for particular 
foods and presentation vary, so do the styles 
of caterers — and this is as it should be. 
Originality is a trademark in the caterer’s 
line of work. When a caterer is hired to cre- 
ate an eating experience for one’s guests, 
the host probably aspires towards some- 
thing more than just “the usual.” 

The caterers profiled here, though they 
differ in style, have all been recognized for 
their services. And they concur about a 
common factor in their work: behind the 
flair and the filet mignon lies a lot of hard 
work, 


MYERS’ CATERING: RICHARD 
LYMAN, JR. 


For fifteen years, the Lyman family 
has established Myers’ Eatery as a trust- 
ed name among Northampton’s restau- 
rants. This diner-style eatery is perhaps 
best known for its extensive breakfast 
menu and its extra-late-night hours 
Fridays and Saturdays. But for the past 
eight years, Richard Lyman Jr. has 
worked to enlarge Myers’ favorable rep- 
utation beyond its regular offerings and 
into the realm of personalized cater- 
ing. 

Lyman said that running a catering 


Amber Davis 


business out of a restaurant has its 
advantages. “The restaurant helps in 
the down times,” he explained. “One 
offsets the other. One also sells the other 
too.” Myers’ catering menu reads like 
aselection of time-tested favorites, from 
entrées of pasta, poultry, beef, and seafood 
to desserts that would please any sweet 
tooth. Appetizers range from the tradi- 
tional, 
such as 
deviled 
eggs and 
chicken 
wings, to 
the more 
exotic 
shrimp 
and pea 
pod bro- 
chettes ; 

and pesto-stuffed mushrooms. Also offered 
are breakfast buffets, themed dinners such 
as New England Clambakes, and — a per- 
sonal favorite of Lyman’s — “all-gourmet, 
all-out” weddings. 

Every custom-tailored menu can be 
adapted to a buffet or a sit-down style. And 
recently, Myers’ Catering expanded its facil 
ities to include a catering hall and fully- 
equipped kitchen in Turners Falls. “We do 
dinner parties for two and buffets for 1,500,” 
said Lyman, who will now be able to “cater” 
to a wider clientele. Lyman attributes the 
ssuccess of Myers’ catering business to the 
collective experience of the staff. Lyman 
himself holds a degree in Culinary Arts from 
Johnson & Wales University, and most oth- 
ers have been professionally trained in 


esteemed culinary schools. 
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GRAND OCCASIONS CATERING: SUE 
HEFFERNAN 


Offering an entire restaurant for her 
clients’ private parties, caterer Sue Heffernan 
works double-duty as proprietor of her own 
business — Grand Occasions — as well as 


coordinator of catering for Curtis & 
Schwartz in Northampton. She offers the 
latter as space for people to lease in the 
evenings for a variety of catered functions. 

Following several years of work as both 
a waitress and a caterer, starting her own 
business was a natural evolution. Yet 
Heffernan doesn’t downplay the effort 
required to make this transition. “People 
often think it’s just a glamorous job...but 
you have to be willing to put in a lot of hours 
and have a lot of physical stamina.” On any 
given day, she added, “I might be scoring 
food for 150 people in the kitchen, I’m all 
sticky — and then I have to run into the 


bathroom and throw on a dress [before the 
guests arrive]}.” But, she said, “I think it’s 


Curtis & Schwartz 


better if you're involved in the kitchen work. 
It’s your touch,” 

The catering “touch,” according to 
Heffernan, is service which begins with an 
extensive initial consultation and stresses 
attention to detail throughout the entire 
process. Asa catering consultant, Heffernan 
specializes in filling in the missing links of 
an occasion. This past summer, for exam- 
ple, for a wedding which took place on the 
grounds of Smith College, she set up a 
schedule for the day, made sure that the 
bride and groom had champagne when they 
were supposed to, and transported the gifts 
from the wedding site to a private home. 

“Ltry to hit what people need,” she said, 
asking for two weeks notice for her cus 
tomized catering. “It’s not as though I have 
a bunch of food that’s all packaged and 
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ready to go. Everything is prepared fresh 
for each event.” She hires staff as she needs 
them per job, and said that she often gets 
compliments on her staff's professional- 
ism. “They're good, but they’re not ‘in your 
face.” 

Her advice to would-be caterers is to “go 
that extra mile,” particularly in the begin- 
ning. “Paying your dues on the first jobs 
will hopefully get the word out,” she said. 


THE BLACK SHEEP DELI & BAKERY: NICK 
SEAMON 


If the term cutting edge could be applied 
to a catering style, then The Black Sheep 
would be its embodiment. One could hard- 
ly imagine offering more varieties of sand- 
wiches, salads, platters, appetizers, entrées, 
and desserts — and the menu is constant- 
ly evolving. In line with the character of the 
Amherst deli, owner/caterer Nick Seamon 
describes The Black Sheep’s catering style 
as “high-quality, imaginative 
food that is informally present- 
ed...We don’t do stuffy.” 

The selfsame cooks and bak- 
ers who are responsible for The 
Black Sheep's regular items are 
the force behind its delectable 
catering creations. Nearing its 
ninth year in business, The 
Black Sheep will handle every 
aspect of a catered occasion, 
from ordering liquor to book- 
ing a band, given the appropri- 
ate notice (48 hours minimum, 
with more for larger orders). 

Seamon said that having a 
“retail face” to a food busi- 
ness is a factor that people 
who are interested in cater- 
ing should consider. “It’s a 
lot of work to have a retail 
business, but it’s also nice to 
have cash flow. It gives a lit- 
tle more flexibility. 

“We don’t live or die by 
the catering business,” he 
continued. “If] get a ten-person party, 
it’s great; if I] get a one hundred-per- 

son party, 
it’s great; 


“I might be scoring food for 150 people in the ,,, i: | 
kitchen, I’m all sticky — and then I have to 
throw on a dress [before the guests arrive].” 
— Sue Heffernan of Grand Occasions from 


don’t get 
anything, 
we're still in 
business. So 
1 don’t feel 
as pressured 
as I would if 
1 was solely 
a caterer.” 
Other advice to would-be caterers? “Keep 
the scope small.” There is a big difference 
between cooking a delicious meal for eight 
and catering an occasion for 800. “We're 
not talking about breezing in and out of 


continued on page 46 


New England Spice & Coffer Company 
Bulk Spices * Coffee * Condiments * Gifts 


+ For the Holidays - 
Come make your own gift basket & have it shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. 


+ The Great Salsa Shootout + 


MAKE A DATE 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 

. The University of Massachusetts Family 
Business Center: Executive Seminar. The 
topic for this third segment of the UMass 
Family Business Center’s executive semi- 
nar series is estate and financial planning, 
Participants will learn ways to lessen the 
burden of estate taxes and develop high 
performance leadership skills. Thomas 
Rogerson, director of wealth preservation 
services at Coopers & Lybrand and a lec- 
turer at Harvard Business School, and 
Kevin Flately, vice president of Private Bank 
at Bank of Boston, will discuss the logis- 
tics of estate planning. UMass School of 
Management Professor Robert Marx will 
be the instructor for the leadership skills 
portion of the seminar, The seminar will 
be held from 8 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. in 
Northampton. For registration informa- 
tion, call 545-1537, 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 

The University of Massachusetts is spon- 
soring an open class activity on the issues 
of gender and race in the workplace. UMass 
graduate students in management have 
been creating interactive exercises to deal 
with these sensitive issues in business this 
semester, and will be presenting their pro- 
jects to the public on Monday. The pre- 
sentation will take place from 6:30 — 9:30 
p-m. in the Campus Center, Room 917. 
Call 545-0444 or 744-4316 for more infor- 
mation. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 31 

The Massachusetts Small Business Center, 
and the British Standards Institution; 
UMass/BSI ISO 9000 Initiative — A World- 
Class Program for Local Small Businesses. 
A program offering local businesses com- 
mitted to cultivating an ISO-compliant 
quality management system a combination 
of intensive training and support from BSI 
trainers, as well as UMass faculty and stu- 
dents. This training team is distinguished 
by the BSI’s preeminence as an ISO regis- 
trar, and by the UMass faculty’s world-wide 
distinction in the fields of engineering and 
quality management. The program will run 
from May to September, 1995, Early regis- 
tration is required due to the intensity and 
selectivity of this program, Pre-registration 
is due by January 31, 1995. Enrollment is 
limited to the first eight companies. For] 
more information, call 545-6307. 


Come sample a huge variety of salsas every weekend in December 
Visit us teday! 
Sugarloaf Shoppes 424 State Road Whatley, Ma. (413) 665-2979 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 


BB COMMERCIAL PULSE 


New Store Promotes 
Women’s Interests 


Wild Iris, a new gift shop in Northampton, was established to fill a need for women 
in the community and create a space for them, said owners Joyce Toth and Lorraine 
Montalto. 

Toth said she and Montalto felt the area was lacking a gift shop for women, and they 
wanted Wild Iris to be not just a gift store, but a place to showcase events such as lec- 
tures, readings, and performances that would be of interest to women. 

First-time entrepreneurs Toth and Montalto are already well on their way to meet- 
ing their goal as they feature the work of different female artists from the area, as well 
as other parts of New England, 

“We'sell arts and crafts made by women. We like to think of ourselves as kind of a 
gallery for women — we hope the art will keep changing, so it’s always different. We 
will give priority to women [artists] in the area,” Montalto said. 

Wild Iris is more than just a gift store and gallery for women. It is also a place to relax. 
“Part of our vision is to have a place for women to hang out,” Toth said. “We have cof- 
fee, tea, and muffins for sale, and chairs and a rocker for people to pick up a book and 
sit down to thumb through it. I'd like to add that Wild Iris is not just for women — 
everyone is welcome.” 


Wild Iris, located at 7 Old South Street, is offering coupons for a ten percent discount off 


any item for the month of December. The store will also be awarding two gift-certificates 
— one for their fiftieth customer in December, and another in a drawing to be held on 
December 21. 


RAPID PULSE 


IN NORTHAMPTON 
Ta Cazucla chet Rosemary Schmidt has been awarded first prize in the beverage cat- 


egory of Welch’s first annual recipe contest. Schmidt's entry of sangria libre, which uses 
Welch’s 100 percent purple grape juice, won her a $1000 check. The recipes were judged 
on the criteria of originality, taste, merchandising potential, and capability of being 
used in a restaurant operation. 

Cooley Dickinson Hospital recently honored volunteers with service awards. On the 
higher end of the scale, 4000-hour awards were presented to Helen Lavelle of Northampton 
and Roland Le Beau of Easthampton. Audrey Callaghan received an award for 10,000 
service hours, Janice Skinner was the recipient ofa 13,000-hour honor, and M. Sanford 
Weil, Jr., was acknowledged for achieving the distinction of 18,000 service hours. The 
volunteers recognized work in many areas of the hospital, from the emergency depart- 
ment to the coffee shop. For more information on volunteer opportunities at Cooley 
Dickinson, call 582-2251. 


The Holyoke Mall at Ingleside has added a new store. The Volleyball Hall of Fame 
store opened recently, courtesy the Holyoke Mall, which is donating the space and util- 
ities for the non-profit organization. The store sells official Hall of Fame T-shirts, cen- 
tennial T-shirts and pins, volleyball sweatshirts, jackets, shorts, stickers, hats, and sports 
accessories. A miniature Hall of Fame exhibit will also be featured at the store, whose 
proceeds will be used to fund several events to be held next year in commemoration of 
the 100th anniversary of volleyball, which was founded at the Holyoke YMCA in 1895. 


IN SPRINGFIELD 


At the annual meeting of the Hampden County Bar Association, Bart Gordon, a part- 
ner in the firm of Bulkley, Richardson, and Gelinas, was honored by Western 
Massachusetts Legal Services, Inc., for his devotion to the principle of equal justice 
under the law. Gordon, a Northampton resident, was chosen for the acknowledgement 
for his leadership abilities, kindness, and hours of law service to people in poverty, 
according to WLMS. 

The Spirit of Springfield, Inc., a non-profit organization which sponsors communi- 
ty activities, has named three new members to its board of directors. Springfield busi- 
nessmen Dwight Brouillard, Kevin LeRoux, and Peter Picknelly, have joined the Spirit 
of Springfield. Brouillard is Director of Advertising for the Union News/Sunday Republican, 
and serves on the board of several organizations, including the Holyoke Chamber of 
Commerce, the National Advertising Board, and the Springfield School Volunteers. 
LeRoux is President of WGGB-TV News 40, and serves on the boards of the Senior 
Games of Western Massachusetts, the Springfield Chamber of Commerce, and the 
American Diabetes Association, among others. Picknelly holds the position of Chairman- 
Emeritus for Peter Pan Bus Lines. He has served on the boards of the Springfield Boys 
Club, BayBank Valley, and the New England Bus Association. In the past, the Spirit of 
Springfield has brought the World’s Largest Pancake Breakfast, the Parade of the Big 
Balloons, First Night Springfield, and the Peter Pan Taste of Springfield to the com- 
munity. 


— Alice Hicks 


Send publicity and news about your business to: 


Talking Business c/o The Valley Optimist 
13 Old South St., Northampton, MA 01060 
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PRENTISS SMITH & COMPANY, INC. 


Socially responsible portfolio management since 1982 


W 


“The future 


whispers while 


the present 


” 
shouts. 


- Albert Gore 


TRUDY WALKER CAMBELL 


103 MAIN ST. BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
802/254-2913 


— if your portfolio totals 70,000 or more 


MORE 
MORE VARIETY! 


ATHLETIC CLUB 
256-0080 
460 West St. 


LENDING INTO 
GIVING 


Let us make a holiday donation in your name. 


They say it’s better to give than to receive, but this holdiay 
season you can give and receive. Now through January 6, 1995, 
for every $1,000 you borrow in the form of an auto loan, home 

improvement Ea. or a mortgage loan, we'll make a cash 
donation in your name to Manna, Habitat for Humanity 

(Pioneer Valley Chapter) or Hospice of Hampshire County. 


COME TO NORTHAMPTON CO-OPERATIVE BANK & 
TURN LENDING INTO GIVING. 


We're the bank that’s been giving something back to the 
community since 1889. We have plenty of free parking anda 
convenient drive-up teller at our two locations in Northampton 
and Amherst. Happy holidays to one and all, from all your 
friends at Northampton Co-operative Bank. 


BINORTHAMPTON 
Co-operative BANK 


67 King St., Northampton * 584-4474 


253 Triangle St., Amherst * 549-6622 ea 
YANKEE reyes 
S==SH5 Member FDIC & SIF: All deposits insured in full without limit 


VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE m DECEMBER 14,1994 @ 21 


Ree 


LL 


In rt ppreciation 


I'S BEEN OUR PLEASURE 
TO SERVE YOU FOR THE PAST 
FIFTEEN YEARS AND WE 
LOOK FORWARD 
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DIVISION OF CONTINUING EDUCATION 


|] You wont regret rt 


Winter Session. at UMass/Amherst 


© Over 100 credit courses 


¢ 3 credits in just 3 weeks 


Over 50 noncredit workshops 
e Short 'n sweet 


e Fun and informative 


Affordable. What a deal! 


Something for everyone! 


Winter Session 1995 January 3-25 
For a free course catalog, just call 
the Division of Continuing Education 


at (413) 545-5196. 
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New England Spice & Coffer Company 
Bulk Spices * Coffee * Condiments ¢ Gifts 


+ For the Holidays + 
Come make your own gift basket & have it shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. 
+ The Great Salsa Shootout - 
Come sample a huge variety of salsas every weekend in December 
Visit us to 
Sugarloaf Shoppes 424 State Road Whatley, Ma. (413) 665-2979 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK _9:30 AM to 5: 30 PM 


AMHERST “ ee 


256-0080 
460 West St._ 


A CALENDAR 
FOR THE 
PERFECT GIFT 


Bring in your color photos and let us make a 
special calendar to solve your gift-giving dilemmas 


M-F 8:30AM-10PM SAT 9-5 SUN 12-7 


Copies 


- 585-0414 


30 CRAFTS AVE. 
DOWNTOWN NORTHAMPTON 
FAX 585-0417 


down the hill from city hall, across the street from Peter Pan 


Holiday Gift Giving. 
FINE JEWELRY & DECORATIVE HOME 
ACCESSORIES. TIME PIECES, FOOTWEAR, 


SOCKS, BELTS, BAGS & HATS. AND OF 
COURSE, CLOTHING FROM EILEEN FISHER, 
INCLUDING EASY-TO-GIVE CHENILLE 
SWEATERS & SCARVES. 


Surprisingly Simple. 
FREE GIFT WRAPPING OR 
FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN 
THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES. 
30-DAY EXCHANGE OR REFUND 
FROM DECEMBER 26TH. 
GIFT CERTIFICATES. GIFT REGISTRY. 
24 PLEASANT ST. * 


NORTHAMPTON * 413-585-1118 


AWine Shop-10-Sip Instruction Manual 


by Yves Ferrand 


Never ever be taken aback by a wine snob, 
Chances are that few have a real under- 
standing of wine basics, and, as the saying 
goes, cannot see the forest for the trees. 
What follows are the top ten caveats 
you need to understand a product 
that is used all over the world as the 
beverage of choice with meals. 

Number 10: Buy wine at a wine 
shop that sells wine. This, like all 
other rules, should be obvious. Buy 
wine where there are people who 
care and know about the product 
rather than a shop eager to make 
some extra profit off a product of 
which they have no understanding. 
This area is blessed with shops rang- 
ing from tiny to huge that under- 
stand wine is a product far more 
delicate and complicated than 
vodka or national-industrial beers. 
Good advice and friendly service 
are far better for someone seeking 
the best buy available than some- 
one who gets suckered into buying 
a product about which both the 
store clerk and the customer know 
nothing. A low price is not always 
a bargain! 

Number 9: Buy wines you can 
afford in quantities that are reasonable. If 
you are going to a dinner party or a special 
event, rather than bring an expensive wine 
that strains the wallet, bring a few differ- 
ent bottles. This way you can avoid the dis- 
aster of the “corked” or faulty wine, as well 
as offer more possible matches with the 


meal. Going blindly into a situation, a dry 
chardonnay and a smooth yet full-bodied 
red usually cover all the bases. For home 
use it is better to try a number of wines | 


a preconceived notion of what a 
great wine should taste like. 


with the idea that there is a wine out there 
just for you. By not buying the most expen- 
sive wine you can afford, you may stumble 
across a wine that you can afford to drink 
on a regular basis. Price in wine often has 
little to do with quality alone. 

Number 8: Store wines correctly. This 


does not mean that your wines have to be 
stored in picture-perfect conditions, never 
wavering above 56 degrees, with just the 
right amount of moisture in the air. This 
may be important for 
bottles meant to be con- 
sumed twenty years 
from now, but it is of lit- 
tle importance to a 
chardonnay you plan to 
drink next month, or 
for that matter a 
cabernet that will be 
quaffed within the next 
five years. Keep the wine 
cool, lay it on its side, 
and keep it out of direct 
sunlight. 
Number 7: Do 


B knowledge. If you 
find yourself lik- 
ing wine, you are 
invited into a world 
where learning never 
stops — there are no 
real “masters of wine,” 
only eternal pupils. 
Everyone who feels that 
they know everything they need to know 
about a subject condemns themselves in a 
frozen cell of boredom, repetition, and half- 
truths. The fellow who “only drinks 
Bordeaux” or tells you that “California 
wines are best” is a sad clown indeed. It is 
best to be an amateur on a quest that never 


ends than be a self-satisfied expert with a 
file cabinet of stale opinions. 

Number 6; Understand that the very basis 
of wine is that it is a local beverage. And 
like the cuisine of many countries, it can be 
more easily understood by placing it in the 
context of its culture rather than shoe- 
horning it into a preconceived notion of 
what a great wine should taste like. A copi- 
ta of sherry should never taste like a bal- 
loon glass of burgundy. Nor should one 
look down one’s nose at someone who 
enjoys sweet rather than dry wine, anymore 
than one should look down their nose at 
someone eating dessert rather than a pota~ 
to. 

Number 5: Red wines with red meat, 
white wines with fish, right? Yes and no, 
This is a great rule if you drink wine once 
or twice a year. Everyone else will soon real- 
ize that with a lot of dishes (turkey for 
instance) red and white wines go equally 
well. 1 am fond of salmon and Pinot Noir, 
lobster and a light sauternes, or cabernet 
sauvignon and dark chocolate. This con- 
fession may undermine my credibility with 
some readers, who are most likely ignoring 
caveat Number 7! Finding what wine goes 
best with what dish is part of the fun. A 
good way to start is by matching the recipe 
with wines of the area. Other than that, trust 
your own nose and palate. 

Number 4: Pay attention to the temper- 
ature and the amount of time that a wine 
is open! Woody chardonnays taste like 


continued on page 46 


We give you 4,000 | fferent reasons to shop here for wine. 
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‘The best selection, the best aries, the best advice. 
Big Y Wines, the world’s greatest wine store is in your backyard. 


BIG Y WINES 450 North King Street, Northampton (413) 584-7775 
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Almost anyone can make a 
personalized calendar! 


Se Ned, 


» Have a wonderful 
New Year! EEE: 


From the tow LA weaiae 


yoo 12 
13:14:15 16 17 18:19 

7 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31 


January 1995 
pos Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 


19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
2% 27 28% WH 


High quality full color calendars at an affordable price! 
Our 1995 calendars are printed (not copied) onto high-gloss 


paper, custom designed with your own pictures, and then 
spiral bound to make the perfect holiday gift. 


Create a personal message, >: = 
with your choice of: NN | a ae DONT Hl Np 
| ~Typestyles . | 
8°| ~ Graphic symbols | BK 


~ Calendar color 
: ‘ We Specialize in Impossible Deadlines! 


228 Triangle Street, Amherst ® 275 Main Street, Greenfield * 32 Pleasant Street, Northampton * 479 Breckwood Boulevard, Springfield 
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Scrooge in Springfield! 


A Christmas Carol returns to StageWest 


by Mark G. Auerbach 


9 is the season for the- 

aters nationwide to 

. mount their annual 

productions of A 

Christmas Carol. In 

the Big Apple this month, theatergoers have 

two completely different productions to choose 

from — the new musical extravaganza at the 

Paramount, and Patrick Stewart’s intriguing 

one-man version. StageWest, which has its 

own rendition of the Charles Dickens classic, 

revives its handsome production after a four- 

year hiatus. The new adaptation by Artistic 

Director Eric Hill is a welcome return-to-form 
for StageWest. 

This StageWest production is their first 
in quite a while to have a large cast. Its 
stunning new sets by Miguel Romero 
underplay spectacle, leaving directors Hill 
and Tom Blair room to showcase their tal- 
ents with well-choreographed tableaus. 


Polly Byers’ costumes are excellent; Jeff 


Hill’s lighting and special effects mes- 
merize; M. Anthony Reimer’s sound 
design excels. Because the entire produc- 
tion resists the element of extravaganza, 
StageWest’s A Christmas Carol is height- 
ened by its intimacy and, ultimately, its 
sincerity. 


And, although this may be a “revival,” it i 


A Christmas Carol reworked. | can’t recall 
the details of the orig- 
inal StageWest pro- 
duction, but Mr. 
Hill’s adaptation, 
which*empha- 
sizes the essence 
of Charles 
Dickens’ 
familiar 
tale in a 
very gen- 
uine “as 
told by 
Dickens him- 
self’ manner, 
blends theatri- 
calitywith 
theme. @ 
Dickens’ 
social 
com- 
men- 
tary of 
1843 
remains 
ry 
contem- 


Vae 


porary in 
Hos Tlie 
hands; the 
produc- 
tion’s senti- 
mentality 
seems the 
result of 
thee 
audi- 
ence’s 
connec- 
tion 


Richard Feldman 


Dan McCleary (as Charles Dickens) gets in the spirit with Jason Rivers (Peter Cratchit) and Vanetta 


_Smith (Belinda Cratchit) in Stage West’s A Christmas Carol 


with Dickens and the holiday spirit that 
unfolds. Hill and Blair stage A Christmas 
Carol with brisk pacing; the ninety-minute 
production is just right for younger audi- 
ences, and there are enough special effects 
and moments of the fantastic to keep the 
youngsters interested. 
Eric Hill and A Christmas Carol are old 
friends. He’s staged both previous 
StageWest productions; he also appeared 


as “The Narrator” in the 1989 production 
—a dazzling performance that took 
advantage of his commanding stage pres- 
ence, his matinee idol looks, his rich voice, 
and his unique ability to appear that he’s 
talking with each member of the audience 
in a one-on-one dialogue. His rendering 
of “Scrooge” is commanding and com- 
pelling. Once one gets past the amazing 
physical metamorphosis from hunk to 
codger, Hill offers a panorama of emo- 
tions, taut physicality and luxuriant 
vocalisms. His transformation from 
“Scrooge” to a man with feeling is per- 
fectly chiseled and intense. 

There are lots of fine performances to 
savor. The cast, which includes current 
and former StageWest acting interns, a 
bevy of talented local youngsters, and 
more seasoned professional actors, all 
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offer a balanced ensemble performance 
— thanks in large part to the Hill/Blair 
staging. Kameron Steele, one of the 
brightest talents to play StageWest in 
years, is a stunning Ghost of Marley; J.D. 
Nelson’s Ghost of Christmas Present is 
reminiscent of Falstaff; Nathan 
Guisinger’s Ghost of Christmas Future 
is precise and powerful; Kelly Roger's 
Ghost of Christmas Past is rich, There 


Because the entire production 
resists the element of extravaganza, 
StageWest’s A Christmas Carol is 
heightened by its intimacy and, 
ultimately, its sincerity. 


are some other joys as well — the four 
young actors as the Cratchit children and 
a cameo performance by Cassandra 
Johnson as Fred’s Wife. The only disap- 
pointment is Dan McLeary’s low-key rep- 
resentation of Charles Dickens as narra- 
tor. This portrayal is just too subtle to 
act ‘as a catalyst. 

StageWest's A Christmas Carol is fine 
family fare. It captures the holiday spirit; 
it brings out the childlike innocence in all 
of us, and reminds us that ethical behav- 
ior and goodwill towards others aren’t 
merely seasonal gestures. StageWest pro- 
vides a thoughtful holiday gift to area the- 
atergoers; “bah-humbug” to those who 
skip this production. * 

A Christmas Carol runs through 
December 24. Performance times vary. For 
more information, call (413) 781-2340. 


_ YOU WILL 


WE REPAIR ALL 
MAKES AND MODELS 


Brae 7 i).2 Too! 
CALL PHIL 
AT 584-6090 


= Performance 
— Motoring 
iit 
315 Russell St., Route 9, Hadley 


65 Million Years Ago 
Life Was 
No Day at the Beach. 


DINOSAURS OF THE DEEP 


The Children’s Museum at Holyoke 
is proud to present 
this internationally acclaimed exhibit 
December 16 through April 23 
444 Dwight Street at Heritage Park, Holyoke 


Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 4:30 Sun. 12-5 
Admission $3.50 per person. Group Rates available. 
Call (413) 536-7048 for details. 


Sponsored by: WGGB-TV NEWS40, WFCR 88.5FM, 
Union News/Sunday Republican, People’s Bank, 
Additional support provided by: 
The Valley Optimist, WHYN-AM, WHYN-FM, WRSI Greenfield, 
WPVQ FM, WHMP-FM, 94.7FM WMAS, WPKX KIX Country, Mercy Hospital, 
Medical West, Holyoke Hospital, Friendly's Ice Cream, 
Russ-Craft, Lester Halpern & Co., Springfield Advertising, PVTA 
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A hospitality service that 
welcomes new home owners 
and new babies! 


To include your 


SMe Epsidose/derares 
or to receive your 
OME FREE welcoming ane 


call 
1°800 ©734°4966 


(On’*key*oh)- 
def. 1.) Wonderfully durable, reliable and good-sounding stereo and 
home theater components. 2.) Now on sale at Sound & Music. 


TX-Vp40 200 Watt Stereo Receiver 


Pa 4 $289.00 


Sound€3 Music 


Millbank Place ¢ 351 Pleasant Street ¢ Northampton 
584-9547 © VISA & MasterCard accepted 


_ HOLIDAY HOURS. 
“Beginning’Mon. Dec 2th ‘ 


«Mon Sat. 9:30am - 9:00pm « 


Thurs. & Fri. Déc, 22°&.23 
9:30am to 10:00pm ™ 


Sat., Dec 24th 8:30am - 5:00pm 


ld 
RECORD 


213 MAIN STREET NORTHAMPTON * 586 5726 


IBANEZ! TAMA! CRATE! 


ALSO WASHBURN... 
PA Systems, Marshall, A.R.T., 
Santa Cruz handmade instruments, 
A.D.A., Studiomaster, Sabine 
and KORG tuners, EMG, Remo, 
Evans, Vic Firth, Pro-Mark, MIDI 
software, straps, reeds, strings, etc. 
Harmonics is the place to contact two of the best bands in the area: 


For Original Rock: ARCANA 
For Blue Grass: THUNDER MOUNTAIN 
NEED TO RECORD A DEMO? TALK TO US. 
31 CAMPUS RD., HADLEY (NEAR PIZZA HUT) 256-6944 


LOVE AND ROCKETS — HOT TRIP 10 
HEAVEN (AMERICAN) 

Five years is a long time. And if there’s 
one theory that’s been proven time and 
time again in the rock and roll universe, it’s 
this: no recording artist can produce any- 
thing worthwhile after a five-year hiatus. 
No one. Not Pink Floyd. Definitely not 
Peter Gabriel. And certainly not Love and 
Rockets, who, with their fifth album Hot 
Trip to Heaven, have taken a very long time 
to make a very long album that goes 
nowhere fast. 

Ever since their first effort, 1985's Seventh 
Dream of Teenage Heaven, Love and Rockets 
have shifted between short, strumming pop 
songs and longer tracks that 
sound like extended dance 
remixes of songs that would have 
been more enjoyable at their 
original length. Hot Trip to 
Heaven carries that duality to an 
annoying extreme: witness the 
fourteen-minute opening track, 
“Body and Soul,” or the other 
five songs that run more than 
seven minutes a piece. As if to 
make up for their long absence, 
Love and Rockets have decided 
to pay a longer visit this time 


around. 

Ifonly they had something to 
say. On the title track, David J 
and Daniel Ash sing “Yeah yeah yeah” end- 
lessly over a booming drum and bleating 
horn loop that sounds like a flatulating 
monster stomping around. “Big black 
Mariah,” they continue, “She's on fire/burn- 
ing like a pyre/flames rising higher/yeah 
yeah yeah.” One can only guess that the 
song is meant to be sexy in a bold, brassy 
sort of way, but it only succeeds in being 
laughable, as is “This Heaven,” which comes 
off as a 90s version of Donna Summer's 
“Love to Love You Baby,” complete with 
embarrassingly. repetitious moaning. 

Hot Trip to Heaven is at least a unified 
artistic effort. The album has a unique 


spacey quality to it; every song achieves a 
ghostly ambience, even the danceable ones, 
Of course, the entire album also sounds like 
the “space travel sound effects” mid-sec- 
tion of Pink Floyd’s “Echoes” set to vary- 
ing drum machine programs. Love and 
Rockets obviously spent their five years 
working hard on the sound of this release 
— too bad they didn’t write any songs. 

— Ken Maiuri 


JONI MITCHELL — TURBULENT INDIGO 
(REPRISE) 

James Taylor sells out stadiums. Neil Young 
shreds amps for a new generation. Crosby, 
Stills, and Nash get an “unplugged” special. 


But their singer/songwriter companion who 
sang of Woodstock is still just a lady of the 
canyon, staying away from the mainstream 
and following her own muse for more than 
two decades, And listening to her new disc, 
Turbulent Indigo, one thing is clear: she’s 
smoked a lot of cigarettes since 1968. 
Though the voice is still unmistakably 
Joni Mitchell’s, her once “piercing, cold 
water soprano” (as one critic described it) 
has been transformed; it’s huskier, smoky, 
occasionally leaping into the higher regis- 
ter on tracks such as “Last Chance Lost.” 
Her new-found vocal shading perfectly suits 
the dark hue of the album’s title, which is 
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CLASSICAL 


. Various Artists — Homegrown Harvest (Signature Sounds) 
. Zeke Fiddler — Waterproof (SpinArt) 

. Steve Westfield/Scud Mountain Boys — Split 7” (Chunk) 
. New Radiant Storm King — August Revital (Grass) 

. Silver Jews -— Starlite Walker (Drag City) 


UPwWn— 


. Le Mystere des Voix Bulgares — Ritual (Elektra/Nonsuch) 
. Dar Williams — The Honesty Room (Burning Field) 

. John Martyn — Sweet Little Mysteries (Island) 

. Katell Keineg — O Seasons, O Castles (Elektra) 

. Nanci Griffith — Flyer (Elektra) 


Uk WNe 


. Beatles — Live At the BBC (Capitol) 

. Pearl Jam — Vitalogy (Epic) 

. Jimmy Page/Robert Plant — No Quarter (Atlantic) 
. Various Artists — Pulp Fiction Soundtrack (MCA) 
. Hole — Live Through This (DGC) 


1 

2. 

3 

4. 

5 

1. Gil Evans/Steve Lacy — Paris Blues (EMI) 

2. Frank Sinatra — Duets IT (Capitol) 

3. Max Roach — M’Boom (Columbia) 

4, Harry Connick Jr. — She (Columbia) 

5. Miles Davis — Kind of Blue (Columbia) 

1. Benedictine Monks of Santa Domingo — Chant (Angel) 
2 
3. 


. Gorecki — Miserere (Elektra/Nonsuch) 
. Music of Hildegard von Bingen — Vision (Angel) 


4. Dawn Upshaw — I Wish It So (Elektra/Nonsuch) 


5. Carreras Domingo Pavarotti — The Three Tenors (Atlantic) 


most likely a nod to one of her best and 
most popular efforts, 1971’s Blue. Indeed, 
the sound of the disc is a cross between the 
simple acoustic guitar and voice lineup of 
that album and the jazzier, keyboard- and 
sax-dominated instrumentation of such 
discs as 1976's Hejira. 

Mitchell missteps only when preaching 
directly about the problems of the modern 
world (as on the stilted, synthesized “Sex 
Kills”) or when pointlessly covering some- 
one else’s song (“How Do You Stop” is fine 
for Bonnie Raitt, but not for a songwriter 
of Mitchell’s caliber). For the rest of 
Turbulent Indigo, though, Mitchell is in top 
form, with beautiful melodies and arrange- 
ments, and excellent lyrics that show she 
hasn’t lost her poetic touch. “Yvette In 
English” and “Sunny Sunday” are especially 
well written, creating vivid, picturesque 
scenes (“She leaves him by the 
Seine/Alone/With the black water and the 
amber lights/and the bony bridge between 
left and right” from “Yvette In English”). 

After more than twenty-six years of writ- 
ing songs and performing, it’s uplifting to 
see that Mitchell has not allowed her artis- 
tic drive to falter. Even when she overreached 
(1977's Don Juan’s Reckless Daughter) or 
came up short (1985's Dog Eat Dog), she 
never settled down to a predictable pattern 
like many of her contemporaries. Turbulent 
Indigo is a top-notch seventeenth album. 
Very few artists can say that. #& 

— Ken Maiuri 


43 Traveling? 


we have all you need 


*Low Stupenrt, TEACHER & YOUTH 
AIRFARES 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT, TEACHER 
& Yourn ID 

* Eurail & BRITRAIL PASSES 

*Work & StuDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 

* ADVENTURE TOURS 

*CAR RENTAL * TRAVEL GUIDES 

*LANGUAGE Courses & MucH More! 


FREE "Student Travels" Macazine 


79 So. PLEASANT St 
Amuerst, MA 01002 


(413) 256-1261 


INTERNAL COMBUSTION PRODUCTIONS 
RECORDING 


HOURLY > DAILY » WEEKLY RATES 


2-TRACK DAT 


16 TRACK RECORDING 


LUE: 7 Ce) oad eed hel NORTHAMPTON 584-7111 


VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE m DECEMBER 14, 1994 m 27 


Niggiteluls 


10th Annual Time: Square 
Saturiay, Hecember er Sist 


Two floors of Entertainment! 


PACK THE 
HALL WITH 
WwoOws AND 
GOLLYS! 


The pertect sift 
for Friends and Family - 
Tickets to a show! 


MICHAEL MOSCHEN 
DIVA, NO MAN'S BAND 
with MARLENA SHAW 
BALLET THEATRE 
DE BORDEAUX 
A CLOSER WALK WITH 
PATSY CLINE 
ALVIN AILEY DANCE CO. 


TUESDAY-TEEN DANCE NIGHT 
(12/27 only) 


WEDNESDAY-GAY NIGHT 
DANCING WITH DJ DENNIS 


THURSDAY- 18 + DANCE PARTY 


FRIDAY-RETRO NIGHT 
Late 70's & early 80's 


SATU DAY-TOP-40 CLUB MUSIC 


lon bring your reciept, 
Amission to the dance club! 


Gift Certificates Available 
CALL 1-800-999-UMAS 


recieve fi 


FINE, ‘ARTS 
_ CENTER 


U ~ UNIVERSITY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
AT AMHERST 


SICK OF IT ALL 


BLACK TRAIN JACK ALL AGES 


RIDERS ON THE STORM 18 “fans aoe oon Wa 


JOHNNY COPLAND 


EXHUMED 


MIS TAKEN / TRIBAL FICTION / 
BABY JANR DOE /SEIZE TOP EXIST 


Subs & Salads 


Across from the Post Office in Northampton 


ZOO STATION 2, 


{e] 
DEBBIE DAVIS BOOK MILL 


Tickets Available at the Northhampton Box Office, To 
charge by phone call 586*8686 


10 Pearl St. Northampton Ma 
413°584°7771 


MONTAGUE*MA 


Expanded menu: Light meals 
ice cream 
open 7 days 10-6 


367-0200 


Open Until 2AM Thu.-Sat. 


Wednesday December 14 

Sourpuss hosts the Electric Open at the Bay State Cabaret 
(584-8513) in Northampton. 21+ No Cover! Sign-up begins 
at 9pm 

Tom McClung Trio is at the Northampton Brewery (584-9903) 
from 10 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. 

Three University of Massachusetts jazz ensembles perform at 
Bowker Auditorium at UMass (tickets 545-2511) at 8 p.m 

Reggae Party at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 9. 

Country Western dancing at the North Star with DJ Sparkie 
from 8 - 11 p.m 

Teen Dance Night at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley from 7 
p.m. - midnight 

Gay Night dancing at Pearl Street from 9 p.m, 
provided by DJ Dennis. 214 


Thursday December 15 

Antietam, Twitch, and local hyper-pop dynamos Tizzy appear 
at the Bay State Cabaret (584-8513) in Northampton. 214+ 

Big Bad Bollocks guarantee a damn jolly time at the Iron 
Horse (584-0610) in Northampton at 7 p.m. 

Sick of It All play Pearl Street (584-7771) with Black Train Jack 
Sprong Monkey, and Aftershock at 7:30 p.m. All ages. 

Pierce Campbell sings for you at the Black Sheep Café (253- 
3442) in Amherst at 8 p.m. 


1am., music 


18+ dancing at Pearl Street from 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. with music 
provided by DJ Dennis, with “insomnia,” alternative danc 
ing, Gownsiarrs. 

Blues and ‘Ques, featuring live piano music 


and barbecue 

Smoke and Game Club (266 t 
Williams! 10 p.m. 

Open Mike Blues Jam at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 


specials, at Squires 


1g from 7 p.m 


Riders On the Storm pay tribute to the Doors at Pear! Street 
(584-7771) in Northampton at 8:30 p.m. 

Eshu Bumpus sings jazz with guitarist Doug MacMillan at the 
Montague. Bookmill at 8 p.m. 

The Sighs rock at the Bay State Cabaret (584-8513) in 
Northampton, 21+ 

Max Cohen brings his guitar to the Black Sheep Café (253 
3442) in Amherst at 8 p.m. 

City Lights are at the Villa Rose (547-6667) in Ludlow, No 
cover! 

Garry and the Moodswingers CD release party at Theodore's 
(736-6000) in Springfield 

Ed Vadas is al the Hotel Northampton (584-3100) from 7:30 
11:30 p.m, No cover, 

Retro Night at Pearl Street 9 p.m. - 1 a.m, 21+. 

Laser Disc Dance Party at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley. 

Karaoke Night, the last word in hip hangouts, al the World War 
{1 Club (586-3314) in Northampton. 

18+ Dance Party with DJ Betsey at the North Star 10 p.m. - 1 
am 


Saturday December 17 

The Scud Mountain Boys make you ache so good with their 
suicidally-slow country-pop at the Bay State Cabaret (584 
8513) in Northampton wit! al quest Tom Shea. 21+ 

Cathy Winter performs folk music at the Green River Café 


(773-3312) in Gre id at 9 p.m 

Big Holiday Bluec m at the Black Sheep Café (253 
3442) in Amherst at’8 p.m 

Tony Vacca and Tim Moran play their exotic blend of soaring 
melodies and per nat the Iron Horse (584-0610) in 
Northampton ¢ 


Country songs about Salem witches? Twangy acoustic guitar tunes that mention 
Chicopee? It sounds odd, but not for Donna Lee. The New England native writes 
and performs country music with a northern sensibility and southern 
accents, influenced equally by her time spent in Arkansas and Amherst. 
Lee will perform with her band on Friday, December 16,at the Iron Horse in 


Northampton at 10p.m. 


Nite Out at the North Star with DJ Steven 
from 10 p.m. 
Katina's (586-4463) in Had 


t the Mole's Eye Café (8( 


and male go- 


Friday D December 16 

Charles Neville y bring a jazzy, world-beat influ 
enced groove to ‘on Horse (584-0610) in Northampton 
al 7 par 

Donna Lee performs country at the Iron Horse (584-0610) in 
Northampton at 10 p.rr 


Rent Party let it all hang out at the Iron Horse (584-0610) in 
Northampton at 10 p.m 

Johnny C jpbeat Texas blues at Pearl 
(584-7771) in Northampton with Swe t Daddy ( 00! Bre 
at 8:30 p.m, 

Flashback performs at the Villa Rose (547-6667) in Ludiow, Ne 
cover! 

Art Steele Blue: 
Springfield at 

LaF a flut 


yeland plays t 


3and is at Theodores (739-76: 
p.m 

nd guitar duo, perform at the North Star (586: 
9:30 p.m. 


rare ra ae ar ae ee ee ee ae 


BLACK SHEEP Cafe 


Classical Music every Sunday Brunch 
10:30 - 12:30 FREE! 
Pierce Campbell Connecticutt Singer Returns.c...ssereeees bccn BO 
Nias! Co baeemncs pari er istivescsioseazersasiscnospetieoreAtficargccspsTacssesvitigneeeni’ $5 


Bluegrass Night jam session.sssssssssssscrsussseeusscssnsscssuseerenanseere $3 


Gutterbirds bor vocals 


Michael Veitch New York favorite. 
Anderson/Gram_ performers 


$45/couple; $6 Theatre only 


POETRY NIGHT W/ HOST 
TED MELANCHUK 
7PM LIMITED SPACE SIGN 
UP 8PM LOTTERY 
PERFORMANCE 
TOTALLY FREE! 


New Years Eve Dinner and Theatre....... 


KEVIN COLLINS PLAYS 
CLASSICAL GUITAR EVERY 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 10:30 
12:30 FREE 


2nd WEDNESDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH... OPEN 
MUSIC NIGHT W/ HOST 
JAY DUCHARME 


4th WEDNESDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH... OPEN 


All shows 8-11/$1 discount to students and fixed income seniors 


79 Main Street, Amherst * 253-0679 
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9409) in Northampton from 7:30 p.m. 
‘They're P. 


Home GROWN SEI 


Dec 14 


¢ TOM MCCLUNG TRIO 
w/Craig Eastman 


& Guy DeVito 
Dec 21 
e UNDER THE HOUSE 


1] BREWSTER COURT * NORTHAMPTON, MA ¢ 


Wednesdays 10pm-12:30am Sundi 


THU 15*BIG BAD BOLLOCKS 7PM 
Te av BANG: WPA SNe 
FRI 16eCHARLES NEVILL 


(OF THE NEVILLE BROTHERS) 
& DIVERSITY 7 PM 
WRSI 95.3 JAZZY/WORLD BEAT 


FRI 16 ~DONNA LEE BAND 


PLUS NORMAN SCHELL 1OPM 
_ WPVQ 93.9 RISING COUNTRY STAR 


SAT 17* TONY VACCA & THE RHYTHM 
MISSION FEATURING JOE SALLINS, CHARLES 
LANGFORD, STEVE LEICACH AND TSIDII LE LOKA 
FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 7PM 

RHYTHM /WORLD /JAZZ 


SAT 17¢ RENT PARTY pws tHe MAGGIES 


1OPM PROGRESSIVE/ALTERNATIVE ROCK 


SUN 18¢ WILLY PORTER BAND & 
LOUISE TAYLOR 


7PM wenx 100.9 NeW FOLK/ROCK 


MON 19¢ RHYTHM BLUES DANCE 8PM 


TUE 20°SOUP, JAYA THE CAT & 
BLAIR’S CARRIAGE 7PM 
ICP PRESENTS A HOLIDAY BASH... 


THU 22 QUETZAL 7pm 


AFRO-ANDEAN WORLD BEAT HOLIDAY PARTY 


WTAE A A 


FRI 23¢ NIGHT BEFORE NIGHT BEFORE X-MAS 
DANCE W/ DJ SHAW NUFF 
10PM -1AM $3/D00R 


WED 28 ¢GAY & LESBIAN 
COMEDY NIGHT 7PM 
AN OUTRAGEOUS LINEUP... 


Dance Club/ Bar & Grill 
1 Pearl St. 
Northampton 
586-9155 


For those who just can’t take it anymore, there’s Sick Of It All, a band that knows 
how it feels to be on the edge. Except these guys jump off it. The New York 
hardcore band has been pounding audiences into submission since the mid-’80s, 
and will take the stage at Pearl Street in Northampton on Thursday, December 15, 
with Black Train Jack, Sprong Monkey, and Aftershock at 7:30 pm. All ages. 


INTERNS WANTED: 


Editorial, Sales, Graphic Design 


3 al Katina’s (586 Hadi 
island Danc 


e Party witht DJ Dan at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 9 


Sunday December 18 


You don’t have to be a student 
to have a great learning experience. 


586°7070 
10 p.m, - 12:30 am 
30N f 3 at the North Star (586-9409) in 
t 7:30 


Retro De th Star with DJ Betsey and 


female go-go dancers. 9:45 p.m. ~ 1 a. 


Monday December 19 


CVE NATE NC ON Side 


FRI 30 *RORY BLOCK 7&10PM 


JHP PRESENTS THE ACOUSTIC BLUES WOMAN 


ISAT 31 NEW YEARS EVE! 9:30PM | 


THE HOLMES BROTHERS 


DOORS OPEN AT 7PM FOR DINNER! 


© 


Northampton at 8 p.m. 


Tuesday December 20 


Check, Please! are at the Bay State Cabaret (584-8513) ir 


Gi 
)pen Mike Night at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 9. 


Wednesday December 21 


Stringbean hosts the Electric Open at the Bay State ( 


MIDNIGHT TOAST | 


(584-85 13) in Northamptot ’ 
Under the House is at the Northampton Brewer 
from 10 p.m. - 12:30 a.m 


“weekday mornings AlN 


Weds. 12/14 


layin’ Heres” wseize's, 
ISIUN NIGHT OPEN Mic NiGHT | 


idays 10pm-12:30am Tuesdays 10pm-12:30am 


JUN Dec 18 Dec 20 
¢ THE SLOW BAND e MIKE RUFFINO’S 
e MESS COCKTAIL XMAS 
HUR Dec 22 Dec 27 
* LONESOME «soe = PAUL 

BROTHERS "sie. HANSBURY 


Hol 


Bay State Electric Open: na cover 
Hosted by SOURPUSS 
Thurs. 12/95 
ANTIETAM, TWITCH, TIZZY 


Fri 12/18 : 
THE SIGHS, AMY FAIRCHILD 


Sat. 12/17 
SCUD MOUNTAIN BOYS, 
HOME, TOM SHEA 
Sat. 12/20 Holiday Pageant: 
CHECK, PLEASE! 

Wed. 12/21: Baystate Electric Open: no cover 
Featuring: DARWIN, STRINGBEAN 
Thurs, 12/22 
HAIR VOLUME, THE MAGGIES, 

TOAST ‘ 


41 Strong Ave « Northampton + 584-8513 » Dinner Served 5-10pm 
BAY STATE HOTEL 


VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE m DECEMBER 14, 1994 @ 29 


Fri. 12/23 
DR, JONES, THOMAS MAJOR 
LOUD TRIO 
Fri, 12/90 


TRAILER PARK, MR, PICKLE 


Sat. 12/31 
RAY MASON BAND, ANGRY 
JOHNNY & THE KILLBILLIES 
Fri. 1/6 
BIG BAD BOLLOCKS 
Fri. 4/13 
SPORE, SUPREME DICKS 


SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE -ALL SHOWS 21+ 
tivery Monday j¢ BLUE MONDAY with 
£0 -VADAS & THE FABULOUS HEAVYWEIGHTS 


Absolutely Free Blues »Never A Cover Charge. 


Reggae Party at the Hadley Pub on Rie. 9 

Gay Night dancing at Pearl Street from 9 p.m. 
music provided by DJ Dennis. 21+ 

Open Music Night at the Black Sheep Café (253-3442) in 
Amherst at 7 p.m. 

Teen Dance Night at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley from 7 
p.m. — midnight 

Country Western Dancing at the North Star with DJ from 8 
11 p.m 


Thursday December 22 
Exhumed get loud at Pearl Street (584-777 1) in Northampton 
with Tribal Fiction, Baby John Doe, Mistaken, and Sieze to 
Exist at 7:30 p.m. All ages 
( 


-1am. 


Tizzy keeps you on your toes. Their songs veer from one side of the road to the 
other, constantly threatening to careen into oncoming traffic. With abrupt 
tempo changes, anxious vocals, and a restless guitarist, Tizzy’s music could be 
‘described as hyper pop. The band opens for Antietam and Twitch at the Bay 
State Cabaret in Northampton on Thursday, December 15, 21+. And make sure 


to give Joel some room. 


Presents 


‘Records 


"Dancin Around It’ 
2 Donna Lee CD Release Party 


lron Horse Café 


Northampton, Massachusetts 


Friday evening, December 16, 1994 


For snore information contact: 
Saba Records (203) 281-1095 


BOSTON GARDEN 
PHISH *NEW YEARS EVE 


AEROSMITH 12/15 
UMASS VS. LOUISVILLE 219 
NINE INCH NAILS 15 


AMHERS 


UMASS VS W. KENTUCKY 12/17 
UMASS VS RUTGERS 1/12 
UMASS VS PENN 1/14 
UMASS VS TEMPLE 1/21 


HOUSE OF TICKETS 


RECESSION BUSTER PRICES 


The Maggies and Toast play the Bay State Cabaret (584. 
8513) in Northampton. 21+ 

Ben Demerath Band is at the Northampton Brewery (584: 
9903) from 10 p.m. - 12:30 a.m 

Open Mike Blues Jam at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 9. 


Boyz’ Nite Out at the North Star with DJ Steven and male go- 


go dancers from 10 p.m, ~ 1 a.m. 

Selectrocution at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley 

Open Mike Night at the Mole's Eye Café (802-257-0771) in 
Brattleboro 

Friday December 23 

Gutterbirds return by popular demand to the Black Sheep 
Café (253-3442) in Amherst at 8 p.m. 


bal 
SAVE $3 WITH THIS AD 


Donna Lee CD 


Mall to: SABA Records 
38 Marlen Drive, North Haven, CT 06473 


Regular Price $14.99 


SPRINGFIELD 
LORRIE MORGAN 12/16 
UMASS VS W. VIRGINIA 1/3 
RANDY TRAVIS 1/22 


PHISH 12/29 


PATRIOTS + JETS + GIANTS 
BRUINS + WHALERS » CELTICS 


Be “ HEY UMASS HOOP FANS ! 


WE ALSO BUY AND SELL TICKETS!" “@ 


—_ | 
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Dr. Jones and the Thomas major Loud Trio play the Bay State 
Cabaret (584-8513) in Northampton, 21+ 

Mark Nomad g e blues at the Hotel Northampton (584- 
3100) from 7:30 p.m, ~ 11:30 p.m. No cover! 

Radio Kings CD release party at Theodore's (736-6000) in 
Springfield 

Karaoke Night (check it out!) at the WWII club (586-3314) in 
Northampton 

Retro Night at Pear! Street 9 p.m. - 1am. 214 

Laser Disc Dance Party at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley. 

18+ Dance Party with DJ Betsey at the North Star. 10 p.m. 
tan 


Saturday December 24 

Island Dance Party with DJ Dan at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 9 

S stion at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley. 

Top 40 dancing with DJ Lance at Pearl Street (584-7771) in 
Northampton 

21+ Dance Party with DJ Steven at the North Star. 10 p.m. 
Tam. 


Sunday December 25 
Retro Dance Nite at the North Star with DJ Betsey and 
female go-go dancers. 9:45 p.m, - 1 a.m. 


Monday December 26 

Rhythm and Blues Dance Party at the Iron Horse Music Hall 
(584-0610) in Northampton at 8 p.m. 

Blue Monday at the Bay State Cabaret with Ed Vadas & the 
Fabulous Heavyweights. No cover! 21+ 

Gay Night at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley 


Tuesday December 27 


Open Mike Night at the Northampton Brewery with John 
Allen. 
Open Mike Night at the Hadley Pub on Rie, 9. 


Wednesday December 28 


Gay and Lesbian Comedy Night at the Iron Horse (584-0610) 
in Northampton at 7 p.m. 
Reggae Party at the Hadley Pub on F 
Country Western dancing at the North Star with DJ Sparkie 
from8- 11 p.m 
Teen Dance Night at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley from 7 
p.m. ~ midnight 
Gay Night dancing at Pearl Street from 9 p.m 
provided by DJ Dennis. 


BASIC 
BLUES 


RECYCLED 
CLOTHING 
FOR MEN & WOMEN. 


FEATURING 


*The best in dress 
for men 
*The area's largest 
selection and lowest 
priced used Levis. 
*Check out our quality 
used motorcycle 
leathers. 


WE ALSO BUY YOUR 
MEN’S JEANS AND 
MOTORCYCLE 
LEATHER 


365 Main Street 
Greenfield, MA. 


413°774*4465 
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1. am., music 


PACK THE 
HALL WITH 
wows AND 

GOLLYS! 


The pertect sift 
for Friends and Family - 
Tickets to a show! 


MICHAEL MOSCHEN 
DIVA, NO MAN'S BAND 
with MARLENA SHAW 
BALLET THEATRE 
DE BORDEAUX 
A CLOSER WALK WITH 
PATSY CLINE 
ALVIN AILEY DANCE CO. 


Gift Certificates Available 
CALL 1-800-999-UMAS 


FINE 
“CENTER 


UNIVERSITY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
AT AMHERST 


“Right in your own backyard!” 


Insulated 


Glass 
584-3707 


6 Service Center 
Northampton, MA 


Relaw with a beautiful view 


Therapeutic Massage Special 
When two people have a therapeutic massage 
they receive a free 1/2 hour hot tub. 
Offer expires Christmas Eve. 


413-774-2951 
Mohawk Trail - Greenfield 
2-10 pm 7 days a week 


Virtual Bore 


Disclosure is just another fantasy morality play 


by Joni Fraser 


exual harassment of a man by a 

female boss is the hot-button topic 

of Disclosure, a new film based on 

the best-selling Michael Crichton 
novel. It features Michael Douglas, cine- 
ma’s everymale, as Tom Sanders, a happi- 
ly married executive living a cushy existence 
on the Seattle Sound. Trouble, however, is 
brewing at his high-tech firm. On this day 
he’s passed over for a promotion in favor 
of Meredith Johnson (Demi Moore), a 
young ambitious woman brought up from 
the Silicon Valley. It so happens that Sanders 
and Johnson also had a “thing” years ago, 
before he was married, and — losing little 
time — Johnson makes it clear that day that 
she expects to take up where they left off. 
She invites him to her office after hours, 
backs him up against a copy machine, and 
insists he lie back and let her be the boss. 
When Sanders pulls himself together enough 
to spurn her advances, Johnson retaliates 
by charging Sanders with sexual harassment 
and then setting him up for a career-end- 
ing drubbing. Sanders, in turn, threatens 
to countersue. The cases end up in a sort 
of limply conducted mediation court. It’s 
not spoiling things to note that, with the 
help of a sharp lawyer (Roma Maffia), 
Sanders is totally and completely vindicat- 
ed, because Johnson has yet to play all of 
her cards. 

Disclosure promises to be a good deal more 
thrilling, provocative, and sexy than it actu- 
ally is. For one thing, it’s a pretty lame 
techno-thriller, as the genre goes. The 


film’s plot has as much suspense as a soft- 
ware tutorial. Director Barry Levinson 
shows no sense of the 
fine rhythm for holding 
the viewer’s interest 
through storytelling and 
dialogue that he’s dis- 
played in the excellent 
and unsettling TV series 
Homicide, and you 
never feel that Douglas’ 
character is truly jeop- 
ardized. A major plot 
point concerns the 
company’s use of virtu- 
al reality machines, yet 
when Sanders enters 
one, the environment 
he explores is basically 
a large file room. Typical 
of these information-age 
thrillers, the film begs the 
question of just how worked up you can get 
about a file folder as an object of desire. The 
Maltese falcon it ain’t. 


T CURRENT PROJECTIONSENTERTAINMENT 


omous villain; Douglas’ is a helpless vic- 
tim. Like its cousin, the film Fatal 


Demi Moore puts the moves on Michael Dougias in Disclosure. 


Attraction — in which a single career 
woman seduces and attempts destroys a 
married man — Disclosure is just a fanta- 


overwhelmingly male). 

What Disclosure does do is tap into white 
men’s anxieties about los- 
ing power in the work- 
place. The recurrent 
image in the film is of a 
friend of Sanders’ — a 
“ghost with a resume” — 
who was “surplussed” 
after twenty-eight years 
at IBM. Problems at 
work? Blame a young 
assertive 
Johnson is so laughably 
powerful that she can 
cause the firm’s patriarch 
(Donald Sutherland) to 
act really evil, and can 
persuade all of Sanders’ 
peers and subordinates to 
cower and turn on him. 
Conveniently, she’s the 
source of all corporate malfeasance; after 
she is humiliated, everyone reverts to 
their old kinder, gentler selves. The cor- 

poration continues 
on intact. Other 


woman. 


photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 


The topic of sexual harassment is presented with (|). 0... vis 


no awareness of the subtleties involved. 


As for Disclosure being a “hot-button” 
movie, sending viewers out in heated 
debate, the topic of sexual harassment is 
presented with no awareness of the sub- 
tleties involved. Moore’s character is a ven- 


401 Main St., Amherst * 256-1509 


221 Main Street Northampton, MA 


413-586- 


4563 


sy morality play. Of course, it’s not really 
about sexual harassment, any more than 
Fatal Attraction seriously considered stalk- 
ing. (It almost goes without saying that in 
both cases such aggressors are in reality 


film seems most to 
have on its mind is 
Demi Moore’s nice- 
ly toned physique — the camera ogles 
her even if Michael Douglas isn’t allowed 
to. Disclosure didn’t push any of my 
buttons except the one marked 
“Lobby.” * 


An Investment In Healthy Hair 


Brush your hair once with a Mason Pearson and you’ll 
never go back to an ordinary brush. The bristles are 
nestled in a unique pneumatic cushion to stimulate your 
scalp and roots without irritation. The result is shining, 
healthy, more vibrant hair that’s truly 


manageable J 


MASON PEARSON 
BR U.S H ES 
British Made. World Renowned. 


° Free Giftwrapping Daily UPS shipping e 
J Custom or Pre-made gift baskets 


luxurious products for body and soul 


201 Main Street 
Northampton 


986-7779 


Extended Holiday Hours: 
Daily 10-9 Sunday 12-5 
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This year we have a 24 page color 
catalog with scores of gift ideas and 
as usual we have hundreds of other 
ideas. December 14-24 all Winsor & 
Newton and Grumbacher sets will 
be on Sale! 

(The Incredible Clay Book will be 
here before Christmas!--Reserve 


your copy) 


We will be able to help you solve 
framing needs right up until Christ- 
mas eve and of course the New Year. 
We have precut mats, clip frames, 
and sectional frames for the last 
minute do-it-yourselfer. 


Hart 
= 


This year we have new work from 

/ Scott Prior, Jamie Young, Jeremiah 
Patterson, Mallory Lake, Jan 
Norman, Bill Rohan, Nanny 
Vonnegut and others. 


(Gtij on 1 


Sih u 


The January, February, March catalog 


ats F : will be out this week. Lots of new 
i } 2) j . offerings for the cold winter months 
eh : ahead. 
Remember...A Guild Art Centre gift 
certificate may be used anywhere at 
hg the Guild. For supplies, framing, a 
class, or art. A simple, but very 


creative solution for holiday gift 
giving. 


uild Art Centre 


102 Main Street Northampton Open Weekdays 9:30-9:00PM 413-586-6343 
Saturdays 9:30-5:30PM Sandiye 12:00-5:00PM 
VISA, Mastercard, Discover, AMEX, and ATM cards accepted 
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PRICES WILL INCREASE 1995 


_A SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
OFFER FROM 


KAPLAN 


There’s so much happening between now and the end of the 
year that we often miss golden opportunities. If you're looking at 
taking a prep course for any GRADUATE SCHOOL EXAM-NOW 
IS THE TIME! 

For a limited time, KAPLAN will allow you to pay 1/2 of the 
course up front, and be billed the remainder 30 days AFTER the 
course STARTS!* 

So LET the holidays get you “Down.” With a down payment now, 
we can really get you prepared for the holidays. 

From all of us at KAPLAN-have a merry and joyous holiday 
season. 


“Payment is made on a credit card or post dated check and held 30 days from 
class start, 


LSAT EXPERT TEACHERS 
GRE PERMANENT CENTERS 
GMAT SW TOTAL TRAINING 
MCAT © CALLNow: 
549-5780 + 1-800-KAP-TEST 


KAPLAN RULES 


Meg Gallagher 
Fort River School Annex 
Amherst 


Wh . he leaves cha 
of ond i fall oft ve t : 


FALLING LEAVES 
Losing their leaves 
in autumn helps r: 
deciduous trees tO Cork layer 
conserve water in 

winter, Food 
“pipes” to the stem 
are sealed: food is 
stored for next 3 
year's bud. The leaf -~°7 
is sealed off from = 
the stem; the : 
chlorophyll that 
makes the leaf 
green breaks down 
and hidden colors 


oe Dead leaf eZ, 


you have @ question for A2Z, send Rsaah your Scheel pete; age grade & teacher's 
name to: Ask A2Z c/o Valley Optimist 13 Old South St. Northampton, MA 01060 


»~-DOWM TC We N47 Ss) Ire 


a Gifts for Moms & Dad 
te that lide can afford. 


Hey kids. We know that you love getting gifts from A2Z. But, do you 
know that A2Z has neat gifts that your Mom and Dad would love to get, 


too. We'll help you find the gift that's perfect — and not too 
expensive. A2Z has 3 gifts for Moms and Dads 
that kids Sa Se can afford. 


Holiday Hours: On Three Floors 
10am-9pm Every Day Thornes Market 
Sundays Noon - 5pm 150 Main St. 


(413) 586-1611 E Northampton, MA 


LEARNING STORE 


i To order a catalog call 1 - 800 - BOCCE 54 


OBSERVER Crossword 
Show of H an ds Edited by Charles Preston 


ACROSS DOWN 


” 47 Made slowly 
1 Oriental household $9 Right to propery: 1 Fight landing 48 Police detection 
ish 


device 
10 Sudden descent 6 Hither 2 Reduce in rank . 
15 Adulterate 61 Unpretentious ower 3 Fixed charge  Suprest 
16 Theater seatin 62 Screen 4 Compass pt £0 Sep. 
17 Undaunted 63 Neighbor of Virginia 5 Dealer 52 Belgian port 
19 Storyteller 65 Contributed a share 6 Platforms 53 Join 
20 Awl or lathe 66 One who takes a part 7 Blackmore's “Lorna” 56 Fossil rock 
21 Maine nickname 67 Cease moving 8 Excitedly §7 John Jacob 
23 Herbaceous plant bed Bears rel house bd Rey aap! to lesser, a ot 
m4 I 69 Scottish rive ion “aD 
n feud comaen 70 Unruffied 19 With a backbone ss Theat patrons 
abbr 73 Lowest point 11 Magician's : 
s i 74 Thote who beguile ite and thio 8 Former coin of nda 
3 De sa 78 Sheeplike = 13 Mel 69 Consecration 
0 os jarment inserts 79 Soviet premier 70 Planter 
31 Islamic weight 80 Catlike Asian mammal 4g indicate os 
32 Greek letter 1 News inst 17 Exercised Ienienve 72 Commands 
33 Indelicate b eA ‘ion 18 Provok z = 
Dislike 19 Grand ra 
38 Sclawse u Reo booklets 2 and ct 2$ Inurnted 
Hm 5s Nethertands city aie 77 Cut 
39 Fabrics 87 Constantly 29 Garnish plant 19 Dawdle 
40 US cartoonist 89 Agenda 31 Made an effort 80 Hums a lullaby 
41 Mallet 90 Supply additional 33 A Luce 8) French ewer 
@ ls mpine ner ‘stoma 
Pe $2) Ramo stinsenion tH at ca) as Bascal OF 
& Poinea cut solution 95 vad 7U 
to mystery Forged wp: var. 38 Subdue 87 Longe cued | mammal 
47 Rambled ss Performed leading 39 Ivy-covered 88 Pedest 
51 Vibrant 41 Vash 89 Entrapment ploy 
52 West African $5 Famous garden 4 Pam 31 Ch 
lic 55 Made a speech 4 Ina FDR legisation 
$3 Serenii 44 Girl's name 
n 2 RY 45 Office employee 
55 Roof material 46 Musical grouping 
56 wanted 
8 access 
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Mom & Rico Daniele’s 
sy Market 


Professional Bocce Balls 
Now you can play anywhere. 
Great gift for the bocce lover. 


Rico's got the largest Bocce: A Sport For Everyone 


selection of Bocce 
clothing, accesories, 


First Book on Bocce in the USA! 
Covers everything, from the 
history to the rules of Bocce 


and equipment. Call 
or stop in! 


899 Main St. Springfield 


(413) 732 - 8941 
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GLB EVENTS /INFO 


Lesbian Studies in the United Kingdom will be dis 
cussed by author Sally Munt at UMass's Campus Center, 
room 917, on December 14, noon - 1:30 p.m. Call 545: 
4824 for more information, 

To give or receive information about gay, lesbian. or bisexual 
events, resources, counseling, 5-college groups, 
announcements, and more, call LAMDA, the UMass 
Program for GLB Concerns’ 24-hour information line, at 54- 
LAMDA (545-2632). 

The UMass Program for Gay, Lesbian and 
Bisexual Concerns seeks UMass graduate and under. 
graduate students with work study for positions in the pro- 
gtam. For more information call 545-4824, 

Blatant, a monthly newsletter of events at UMass and in the 
area gay community, is free to any Five College address, 
other subscriptions are $4 - $7 ona sliding scale. Call 545. 
4824 for moreinformation, 

The Pioneer Valley Gay Men's Chorus js open to new 
members and is having an exciting 1994 - 95 season. For 
additional information, contact the PVGMC at 586-1775, 

LEAH (Lesbian Education And Health, 586-2016) offers free 
comprehensive physical exams, mammograms, and breast 
health education to lesbians 

Discussion/Support Group for gay and bisexual 
men Fridays 7.30 - 9 p m, in Room 311, 16 Center Street 
in Northampton, Call 585-5819. 

Lesbian Adult Children of Alcoholics therapy group 
meets on Tuesday evenings in Amherst, Call LiteCourse 
Counseling Center at 253-2822. 

Lesbian and Bisexual Women's Therapy Group 
meets on Thursday evenings in Amherst, Call LifeCourse 
Counseling Center at 253-2822. 

For information about a Gay and Bisexual Men's 
Therapy Group call |ifeCourse Counseling Center at 
253-2822. 

Exploring Your Sexual Orientation is an ongoing group for 

anyone wanting to discuss sexuality in a safe, nonjudgmental 

environment, Meets Tuesday evenings, Call LiteCourse 

Counseling Center at 253-2822 for more informa- 

tion, 

Gay Teens: Pioneer Valley Gay, Lesbian, and* 
Bisexual Youth Project welcomes new members. 
Teen support group (under 21) and mentor pro- 
gram. Northampton-based. Call 24 hours 584-4213, 

Out Now Teen Group of Springfield, a support, 
educational, and recreational group for gay, lesbian, 
and bisexual teens or those questioning their sexu- 


Massachusetts will hold a swing dance 
event at the St. Brigid's Catholic Church Parish 
Center in Amherst on December 17 from 8:30 
11:30 (beginners lesson at 7:30). Call 529-0437 
for more information, 

DansKinetics, a combination ol yoga, aero- 
bics, and meditation, Mondays 6 ~ 7:15 
p.m. at East Street Studio and Thursdays 7 - 
8:15 p.m in Greenfield, Call (413) 774-3281 for 
more information, 

A class in Contact Improvisation, in which 
dancers with disabilities and able-bodied 
dancers explore creativity with touch and move: 
ment, is being offered through Amherst Leisure 
Services. Call (413) 256-4065 to register. 


COMMUNITY CALENDAR 


Deadline for calendar submissions is the Monday one week before 
publication. Please direct all material to Calendar Editor, Optimist 
Publications, 13 Old South St., Northampton, MA 01060. 


ality, meets Fridays 3:30 ~ 5 p.m. in Springfield. Call 
LiteCourse Counseling Center (253-2822), [ f f S 
The Hooked on Swing Society of Western 


Other Side of the Tree Line: Portraits of Trees by 
Elicia Heller will be on exhibit at the Book Mill in Montague through December 31. Heller is 
a Hampshire College graduate and Leverett resident who has been photographing trees in this 
area for ten years. Heller, who recently began to hand-color her black and white photographs 
with oil paints, captures trees responding to humans’ intervention with nature. Heller’s unique 
vision encourages one to see and understand trees in a unique way. Call (413) 548-8065 for 
more information. 


The Barn Studio in Amherst announces its fall 
schedule of classes for adults and children. Offerings 
range from yoga to modern dance to Y.E.S. (Youth 
Empowerment & Safety Program) and much more. Call 
Director Mindi Sahner at 253-3008 for information, 

Scandinavian Dance every {isi and third Thursday al 8 
p.m. at the East Street Studio in Hadley. Call 586-4385 or 
536-8760 for further information 


. Improvisational Dance every Wednesday 8:15 — 10:30 


p.m, at East Street Studio. All levels are welcome. For fur- 
ther information call 256-8627 or 624-3709, 

Beginning and Intermediate Yoga Classes For more 
information call 586-3259, 

Jazzercise has cl S at various times in Deerfield, 
Greentield, and Sunderland, for all levels of fitness, Child 
care is now available for the Sunderland morning classes 
Call (413) 665-7130 for more information 

Amherst Intemational Folkdancing a! the Bangs 
Community Center in Amberst 8 - 10 p.m. every Friday night 
Call Eva and Gene at 549-6748 or Cindy and Dennis at 256- 
0188, 

Come learn the two «step with “Doc” Haggerty, along with 
other line and freestyle dances, at the Northeast American 
School of Dance in Northampton every Tuesday and 
Thursday 7:30 ~ 9:30 p.m. Call 584-8521 for more informa 
tion, 


PERFORMANCES 


Smith College presents a Festival of One-Acts trom 
December 14 - 16 in the Stage Right Space. For informa 
tion call 585-ARTS. 


Double Edge will present the Song of Songs December 
16 at 8 p.m. in Ashfield. For more information call (617) 
254-4228, 

The Berkshire Opera presents an encore recital on 
December 17 at 8 p.m. Call Peter Bergman for more infor- 
mation at (413)-243-1343 

The Arcadia Players will present Handel's The Messiah 
December 16 - 18 at various locations. Call (413) 586-8686 
for information. 


—Melinda Webber 


Benjamin Sears, baritone, and Bradford Connor, piano, will 
play Rest You Merry: Songs for Christmas at the 
Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute on December 18 at 
4 p.m. Call 458-9545 for information. 

The Bennington Marionettes will perform The Nutcracker 
at Venable Hall of North Adams State College on 
December 18 at 4 p.m. For information call (413) 664-4511 

The Moscow Ballet will perform the Nutcracker December 
28 - 31 at the Paramount Theatre in Springfield. For more 
information call (203) 669-4446, 

The Hampshire College Theater will perform Crossroads, a 
play directed by David Title, at the Mainstage Theater at 
Emily Dickinson Hall at Hampshire College, December 15 - 
17 at 8 p.m. Call 549-4600, x5351 

The Western New England Storyteller's Guild will be celebrat 
ing their Annual Winter Solstice Concert: The 
Coming of the Light at the Northampton Center for the 
Arts on December 17 at 7 p.m. 

Photographing in the American Southwest a 
collection of interior landscapes by Ken 
Kippen will be on display through 
December 15 at the Pahana Gallery (584 
2727) in Northampton. 

Residential Arts, a program of The Fine Arts 
Center at UMass, will present the 15th 
Annual Graduate Group Show ai 
Hampden Gallery December 8 - 18. For 
information call 545-2804. 

Other Side of the Tree Line, a collec 
tion of nature portraits by Elicia Heller will 
be displayed at the Montague Book Mill 
through December 31 

Yet in Memory: Gifts to the 
Department of Prints and 
Drawings from the Late Jeffrey 
Shedd, a collection of drawings and 
prints from the fifteenth to twentieth centu 
ty, will be on exhibit at Sterling and 
Francine Clark Art Institute through 
December 18. For information call 458 
9545, 

Zone Art Center presents two exhibitions 
through December 18: Three Born by 
Albert Plarr and Paintings and 
Drawings by William Brovelli, Call 732 
1995 for information 

The Berkshire Museum presents a lecture 
on Woodcuts, Engravings, and 
Etchings on December 28, 1 - 2 p.m. 
Call (413)-443-7171 

Herter Art Gallery at the University of 
Massachusetts presents three exhibitions. 
Saints and Sanctuaries, an \nsialla 
tion by Paula Hodecker, Fair Ground, 
paintings by Stuart Elster; and In 
Transit, \i{e-size woodcuts by Carlos 

Cruz Corais. The exhibit will run through December 22. 

Jean-Michel Basquiat: The Blue Ribbon Paintings 
is on display through December 22 at the Mount Holyoke 
College Art Museum, Information is available at 538-2245. 

Five Artists at Amherst College wi\| be exhibited in the 
Mead Art Museum through December 

Modern Impulse - Russia, France, and America: 
1890 ~ 1950 will be shown through December 23 at the 
Mead Art Museum, Amherst College. Call 542-2335 for 
information, - 

Arts West, a group exhibition by Western Massachusetts 
artists, will be displayed in the Forbes Library Gallery from 
December 2 - 30. 


CANDLESTICKS 


Wrought iron and wood, 


including 
holiday 


LAMPS 


So many styles! 


29.0 


PILLOWS 


Plenty of styles, 


Masonic Street * Northampton * 413-586-7970 


Open 7 Days * Delivery * All Major Credit Cards + Financing 


ANIMALS 
WITH 
ATTITUDES 


Sunflowers, moon 


boxes and choo-choo 
bookends, too. 


19 and up. 


COAT RACKS 


wood and 
wrought iron. 


59 9 
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THE HOLIDAYS 


gifts for friends and family 


MIRRORS 
You!ll like 
what you see! 
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Williams College Museum of Art presents The Field Room 
in Context: American Art 1860-1900 \hrough 
December 31. For information call (413) 597-2429. 

Delay in Glass: A View of Duchamp’s Green Box 
will be on exhibit at the Willia College Museum ot Art 
through December 31. Call 597-2429 for information 

The Springfield Library and Museums will present a month of 

ecial exhibitions and activities based on a Victorian 
Holiday theme, through December 31. For information 
call 739-3871 

The Northampton Center for the Arts will present 
1,2,3....%10: Works in Sequence by area college fac 
ully through January 1, For information call 584-7327 

Worcester Art Museum pr s Heritage of the Land: 
Contrasts in Native American Art and Life through 
January 8. For information call (508) 799-4406. 

On view at the Sterling and Francine Clark Institute are the 
exhibits A Golden Harvest: intings by Adam 
Pynacker and Altered States: Conservation, 
Analysis, and the Interpretation of Works of Art 
For information call (413) 458-9545, 

Miracles of Mexican Folk Art: Retablos and Ex- 
Votos, an exhibition of rare 18th and 19th century 
Mexican folk painting, will be on display at the Spring 
Museum of Fine Arts from through January 8. Information is 
available at 739-3871 

The Williams College Museum of Art will host Sadhu, Hindu 
Holy Men: Photographs by Rares Pomiene through 
January 22, For information call 

New works by contemporary impre: 


will be on exhibit in the Sales and Rental Gallery € 
ringfield Museum of Fine Arts thrc anuary 24, 199 
For additional inforr Nn call (413) 3871 
The Connecticut Valley Historical { € 
ion on Pilgrims and Adventurers al {/ i 


Library and Museum from December 1 j 
March. Call 739-3871 for detail 
Historic Deerfield will exit! child tory tat 
uiniature at the Hail Tave Museum and } 
tings in the 1799 / ebbins H ary 
formation 41-5581 
ter Art Museum pr Insights: A Distant 
an exhibition of trad al la ape by 
which will run through February 26, 1995. F 


all (508) 799-4406 
The Connecticut Valley Historical Museum ha 


pened a new gallery dedicated to the significant role that 


ter Springfield played in the development of the 


arms industry. For infor all (413) 739-3871 
f mplete listing of events for children and adults 
Berkshire Museum in Pittsfield, call 443-7171 
For a listing of films, demonstrations, and exhibitions 
at the Muse Fine Arts, Boston, call (617) 267-9300 
ext. 448 (Sampler: The museurr leaturing 
works by Willem de Kooning and Px 


EVENTS 


First Night in Northampton 


mances beginning at 2 p.m. on Decembe t 
will host a wide variety of € wment for al 

edy, dance, theater, and stor j. Buttor fequit 
call the Northampton’s Center for the Arts at 584 fi 


more information, 


A W.E.B. Du Bois Exhibit, featuring p 


‘orrespondence, and photos, i to the publ 1 
m, ~3 p.m, at UMass's.W.E.B. Ou Bois Library through 
‘ebruary 28. Call 545-0150 for more int 


A collection of holiday trees, decorated and contributed by 
community groups, will be on display through January 22 
at Holyoke Heritage State Park. For information call 534 
1723. 


CHILDREN/ YOUTH 


The Northampton Center for the Arts and First World Images 
presents a children’s adaptation of Black Nativity by 
Langston Hughes on December 18 at 2 p.m. Call 584-7327 
for more information, 

The Children's Museum in Holyoke presents Sea 
Monsters: Dinosaurs of the Deep {rom December 16 

April 22, 1995. The museum also ho: ide variety of 
chile activities on a regular basis, call (413)-536-7048 
for more information, 

Register now for a Creative Writing 
Workshop for Kids. facilitated by Anna 
Kirwan-Vogel. For information call 584. 
5264 

The Children's Museum in Holyoke 
hosts Small Fry Day every Friday morning 
{rom 9:30 a.m. = noon. For information call 
536-KIDS, 

Boston's Museum of Fine Arts offers 
youth group visits and guided tours by 
appointment. For brochure and reserva 
tions call (617) 267-9300 ext. 310, Monday 

Thursday from 9 a.m. = 4 p.r 

Call the Children’s Room (739-387 1) at the 
Springfield City L brary for dates and times 

| story hour for childrer 

A pottery class poe chiidr 


days fror 


call the Boston Children’s Museum's 
What! 's bt Line | [ 
noekly a 3s: (E 


A child's world of miniatures 
toys, literature, and fashions 


Makebelieve.’ 


COMMUNITY CALENDAR 


including scenes from children’s dolls, 
will be featured in the 1760 Hall Tavern dur- 
ing Historic Deerfield’s 1994 holiday exhibit “Merrymaking, Miniatures and 
The exhibit will be on view through January 31 in the 325- 
year-old western Massachusetts village of Deerfield. To arrange group tours 
or for more information call Nancy Bell at (413) 77 


yal YMCA 's Kids: Bear Hill Childcare Program, 

which offers round care for children ages two months 
five years. Contact Holly Martineau at the YMCA, 584: 
7086. 

Aristar Calendar Company, in cooperation with the Children’s 
Wish Foundation International, has launched a national 
contest to select youngsters {0 be showcased ina 
1996 “Kids” calendar. For information about entering, call 
(212) 986-4450. 


POETRY/PROSE 


Sean Vernon has set poetry by Emily Dickinson |o 
music; he will perform at the Jones Library in Amherst on 
December 15 at 7:30 p.m., supporting the release of his 
album, Wider than the Sky. Call 256-4094 or 256-4090 for 


581. 
Melinda Webber 


more information. 

Two national poetry contests with substantial cash prizes 
are open to area poets. The Free Poetry Contest has a 
January 1, 1995 deadline; call Dr. Carolyn Vanderbilt (310) 
572-6616 for more information. The National Library of 
Poetry has an open poetry contest with a December 31 
1994 deadline; call Pamela Roberts for more information, 

Open poetry readings at the Black Sheep Café i) 
Amherst take place on the fourth Wednesday of every 
month. Call host Ted Meinechuk for details at 256-4650. 

Amherst Writers and Artists certified workshop leader 
Patricia Lewis Sackrey offers Saturday writing 
retreats at her mountain home in Westhampton. For further 
information, call Patricia at (413) 527-5819. 

Submissions wanted for the new Valley literary magazine. 
Short stories, poems, black and white drawings (copies 
only) to P.O. Box 540, Hadley, MA, 01038. Include 
SASE for response. 


COMMUNITY 
MEETINGS /CONFERENCES 


Parents Anonymous /)as started 4 group in 
Northampton for those who want to improve their rela 
tionships with their children, Thursdays 6 - 7:30 p.m. 
Call (800) 882-1250. 

A Course in Miracles study group meets Tuesdays. 
7:30 = 8:45 am. Call David P. Carney, MSW, at 253: 
2902. . 

Surviving Grief, !en-week programs held in Amherst 
offer support through education and sharing for those 
who have lost a loved one. Call Joan Gibson at 253 
3133 

Contact Western Mass. Intergroup Office (632-2111) for 
Alcoholics Anonymous information, meeting times 
of locations 

AL-ANON/ALATEEN, support for those whose |ives 
have been affected by someone else's drinking, For 
meeting times and locations, call 253-5261 


LECTURES 


A lecture on Versailles will be held by Smith College 
professor John Moore at the Springfield Museum of Fine 
Arts (733-4214) on December 15 at 12:15 p.m 

A lecture to help parents deal with their children’s adoles 
cence will be held with psychologist Anthony Wolf on 
December 15 at Holyoke Hospital, Ca’ 4-2532 

A lecture entitled “Acupuncture and Chinese 
Medicine" will be presented by Sri Balwant Khalsa on 
December 16, 7 ~9 p.m. in Amherst. Call 256-4995 10 
pre-register 


CLASSES / WORKSHOPS 


The Valley Women's Martial Arts, Inc., will hold an introduc. 
tory self-defense workshop for women and girls on 
December 17, 2-5 p.m. Call 527-0101 

Lisa Falkenthal will lead a Boxwood Tree Centerpiece 
Workshop at Annie’s Garden and Gift Store (549-6359) in 
North Amherst on December 17, 10 a.m. - noon. 

The George Walter Vincent Smith Art Museum (739-3871) will 
hold Christmas vacation activities December 2 
including making your own dollhouse and Mexican fo 
picture frame 

The George Walter Vincent Smith Museum in Springfield will 
hold studio art and art appreciation classes (0 
children and adults this winter. For a brochure or for more 
information call 733-4214 

The University of Massachusetts Division of Continuing 


1 53 


UMASS 
HOOPS 


FANS, WE PAY 
TOP DOLLAR 


FOR TIX! 


HOLIDAY 


GIFT 


CERTIFICATES 


AVAILABLE! 


BOSTON GARDE 


, NEW YEAI 


AEROSMITH 


WORCESTER CENTRUM, DEC 15 


CELTICS 


SHAQ BOSTON GARDE 


ORLANDO 


, FEB.23 


LORIE MORGAN’S 
CHRISTMAS SHOW 


PRINGFIELD CIVIC CENTER, DEC 16 


POWER RANGERS 


NEW HAVEN, 


oy; 


JAN 7+8 


TICKETMANIA 


CALL 737-5152 


19 ELM STREET, COURT SQUARE SPRINGFIELD MA 01103 


36 m VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE @ DECEMBER 14, 1994 


YOUR 


HEADQUARTERS 


FOR 


UMASS 
& 


UCONN 
Hoops 


YOUR 


HEADQUARTERS 


FOR THE 


CELTICS 


COMMUNITY CALENDAR 


The University of Massachusetts Division of Continuing 
Education (545-2414) will offer spring semester classes in 
languages; health, food, and fitnes: and photography: 
writing; and business and financial pl 

Longmeadow Writers and Artists 0’ y 
Writing for adults and children led by Barbara Cramer 
Call (413) 567-8457 

The Ennave Breath Works will hold Breathing Space 7:30 
~9 p.m, every Tuesday in Amherst. Call 253-2902 

Iyengar Yoga Classes w\) be offered at Blue Moon 
Studios on Monday mornings in Conway Center. Call 369: 
4456. 

The Leverett Recreation Commission presents Yoga 
Classes every Tuesday night at the Leverett Town Hall 
Call Susan Valentine at 548-9810. 

The Northampton Yoga Center (585-5728) offers daily 
yoga classes, ongoing workshops, yoga therapy and 
counseling 

Valley Women's Martial Arts, Inc. (527-0101) olfers 
ongoing beginner classes for new students starting the 
first full week of every month 


OUTDOORS 


Arcadia Nature Center and Wildlife Sanctuary will present 
Winter Is for the Birds on December 18, 2-4 p.m 
Call 584-3009 to pre-register. 

Arcadia Nature Center and Wildlife Sanctuary will have a 
Solstice Celebration on December 21,5 ~ 6 pm, Call 
584-3009, 

Historic Deerfield offers carriage rides, dally walking 
tours, and the beautiful Blake Channel Meadow Walk. For 
information, call 774-5581 

Northfield Mountain Recreation and 
Environmental Center (659-37 14) offers tour 
rides, an cial programs, and features historic 
exhibits g trails, camping, and canoe rental: 

The Amherst Astronomy Association conducts publi 
obs ory observing at 9 p.m. every clear Saturday in 

ar at the Amherst College Wilder Observatory 

Call 6234 


HEALTH/BODY 


The Stroke Support Group wl! mee 


9 p.m. at Mercy Hospital, Call 748-680( 
Breast Cancer Support group wi! mee! Decembe 
8:30 p.m. at Mercy Hospital. Call 748-9081 
ASSIST (Amputee Support System In Step 
Together) will meet December 20 at 7 p.m. at Me 
Hospital 


Two Support Groups for HIV-Positive People ar 
ongoing in the area. Call Kevin McVeigh at 586-2016. 
Ongoing Parkinson's Disease Support Group /a 
two different meeting ti id locations on Tuesday 

evenings. Call Ruthi 4-2192), 

Family and friends of cancer patients mee! at 7 
p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday of 
at the Church of the Apostles in Belchertown. Call Joan 
Gibson at 253-3133 

Give the “Gift of Life,” by becor 
Mercy Hospital's Blood Bank. Ca 
appointment. You must be 18 or older 


OPPORTUNITIES 


Mount Holyoke College (538-2987) will hold Winte: 
"94 , an annual coming together which recogr 
honors the common goals of religious holidays 
ly celebrated in December, on December 16 from 


month 


blood donor at 
9511 to make an 


Classifieds 


To place your Classified in The Valley 
Optimist, call (413) 586-7070, fax it to us at 
(413) 586-0412, or fill out the form on the 
next page and mail it fo us. Then, just sit 
back and enjoy the results. 


ROBERT 


E'PoN UE 


pm 
Commonwealth Opera of Northampton and Yankee Candle 
Co. of South Deerfield will present a sing-along pro- 
duction of Handel's Messiah on December 18 at 7 
p.m. at St. John's Episcopal Church in Northampton, Call 
586-5026. 

The Historic Northampton Holiday Shop js open jor 
its third season through December 23. Assorted gifts of 
local flavor" will be sold. Call 584-6011 

There will be a Holiday Gift Wrap Booth at Caldor's of 
Northampton to benefit the Visiting Nurse Association 
through December 25. For information or to volunteer to 

584-1 

nal Language Institute (586-7569) is offering a 
one-week trip to Cancun January 28 - February 4 
The trip includes airfare, accommodations, and 25 hours 
of Spanish classes. 

Purchase Forest Park Zoological Society member- 
ships. Funds will be used for animal care, food, and vet 
erinary care during the upcoming winter month. Call 773 
2251 

The American Cancer Society's 1995 Golf Pass is 
available for holiday gift giving. It includes rounds from 25 
Massachusetts golf courses. Call 1-800-952-7¢ 

The Jones Library English as a Second Language 
Center (256-4090) needs volunteers to te 
basic skills to adult immigrants. No experie’ 

The Homework Club needs volunt: 
after-school program designed to help ¢ from 
non-English-speaking familie 
Cambodian American Ass at 25 

The Holyoke Tutor/Mental Program ( 
sponsored by the Gre: lyoke Cham 
Commerce, i 
adult learner: 

Volunteer evenings or on jal projects wi stall and 
guests of Northampton’s shelter for homeless 
adults. For more information call Priscilla Drucker at 586 
6001 or 584-7329 


ary 


and 


Intemational 


Language 
| Institute of 
Massachusetts, Inc. 


WINTER EVENING 


PROGRAMS 


January 3 - March 23 
English - Spanish - French 
German - Italian - Russian 


SPANISH IN CANCUN 
January 29 - February 4 


INTENSIVE SPANISH 


FOR TEACHERS 
February 21 - 23 


SULLIVAN SQUARE 
Northampton 


986-7569 


TOBEY 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


NEPA AWARD WINNING 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


Specializing in Candid, Unobtrusive Wedding 


Photography, Portraiture, and Art Photography. 
Imaginative Promotion for Musicians, 
Performers and Advertisers. Also Portfolio 
for Artists, Artisans, and Models. All at 
reasonable rates! 


Published in Newsweek, Sports Illustrated, 

People, The New York Times, INC., Yankee, 

USA Today, New England Monthly, Artforum, 
and OH NO NOHO, 


David Brenner 


Comedy & Talk 
Weekdays 3-6pm. 


Speak to Dave 1-800-HI DAVID 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY PROGRAMMING 


}OAM DENNIS LEE PUBLIC SERVICE. 
DENNIS LEE SHOW | Parana 
NEWS: RON HALL SPORTS: GEORGE MILLER 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT fees 


PRESIDENT 
APROGRAM FOR ANYONE WHO ENJOYS FOOD CUNTON 


INFORMATION HOUR 


UFESTYLE FEATURES PLUS HEAVY LOCAL NEWS 


BRUCE WILLIAMS 


AMERICA'S FINANCIAL AND 
BUSINESS ADVICE TALKSHOW HOST 


DAVID BRENNER 


COMEDY 
TALK AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


* NEWS & SPECIAL PROGRAMMING 


TOM LEYKIS SHOW 


BRUCE WILLIAMS 


COAST TO COAST AM WITH ART BELL 
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And U1SIONS of. sugarplums and... 


danced in Ler head 
Bread & Circus Market | 


all y Ou neces 
aS Oat, Dive h and be Merry 
=) 
= 


Rte. 9, Hadley, MA 586*9932 


BED COURTESY OF HAMLIN FURNITURE 
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Treat Yoursell f0 
Back-Paln Reliel 


hen Americans see a doctor, 
their problem is most often 
a cold. But running a close 
second is acute low-back 
pain, for which the national medical bill is 
$24 billion annually. A large part of this bill 
is for surgery, such as fusion of the lower 
(lumbar) spine. The rate of surgery for low- 
back pain is twice as high in this country 
as in other industrialized nations. 
According to Dr. Richard Deyo of the 
University of Washington, who heads a 
five-year study of back-pain treatment, 
“these statistics 


styles” of doctors treating back pain in 
a large HMO were compared. Doctors 
who routinely prescribed bed rest and 
prescription drugs were significantly 
less successful with their patients than 
those who taught patients how to deal 
with their own back problems through 
exercise and lifestyle changes and who 
prescribed drugs less frequently. In addi- 
tion, patients seemed to benefit from 
being told that back pain is amenable 
to self-care, that it usually goes away in 
a reasonable time, and that even though 

it becomes 


are sober- ———__ chronic'in 
ing” because some cases, 
lumbar —— its man- 
spinal pe ageable. 


surgery is 
frequently 
unsuccess- 
ful. Surgical 
rates vary 
widely with- 
in this coun- 
try. For 
example, they 

vary sevenfold among the largest counties 
of the state of Washington. Such discrep- 
ancies often indicate that something is 
amiss. 

Contributing to the rush to surgery has 
been the widespread use of magnetic res- 
onance imaging (MRI), a relatively new 
diagnostic technique that uses magnetic 
fields and radio waves. An MRI reveals 
spinal architecture accurately and in much 
more detail than an X-ray. But what may 
look like a trouble spot often is not. 
Abnormal-looking disks in the lumbar 
spine are almost as likely to show up in 
people with no back pain as in those with 
pain. That is, abnormalities that show up 
in MRIs are not necessarily related to back 
pain. And some people with severe back 
pain have normal-looking MRIs. 

In a 
study led 
by Dr. 
Maureen 
Jensen and 
published 
last July in 
the New 
England 
Journal of 
Medicine, 
98 people 
with no 
back pain were scanned. Almost two- 
thirds of them proved to have some spinal 


Illustrations by Steve Arango 


abnormality, such as protruded, herniat- 
ed, or degenerated disks. Such abnor- 
malities, the study concluded, may sim- 
ply be coincidental — meaning that they 
don’t cause the pain. In an editorial 
accompanying the study, Dr. Deyo urged 
doctors not to rush to use MRIs to diag- 
nose patients with sciatica or uncompli- 
cated acute low-back pain (that is, pain 
not due to underlying illness or injury and 
not involving nerve damage or paralysis). 
The best plan is to try more conservative 
treatments first. 


MANAGEMENT SKILLS 


In another study that appeared last July 
in Annals of Internal Medicine, “practice 


Patients 
taught self- 
care did 
better and 
were also 
better satis- 
fied, 

Dr. Deyo 
recom- 
mends the following for acute low-back 
pain: 

‘Brief bed rest. More than a day or 
two in bed is usually counterproduc- 
tive. 

‘Nonprescription painkillers such as 
aspirin or ibuprofen, If your doctor pre- 


scribes them, muscle relaxants can be 
used for a defined period (usually one 
week). 

*Begin walking as soon as possible. 

‘If you are overweight, try to lose 
weight by cutting calories from your 
diet and exercising more. 

*Some studies have shown short-term 
benefits of chiropractic care for acute 
low-back pain. If you decide to consult 
a chiropractor, ask your doctor for a 
referral (and once there, don't succumb 
to sugges- 
tions to get 
full-body X- 
rays). 

“Don’t 
consent to 
traction, 
which has 
not been 
shown to be 
beneficial 
for low- 
back pain. 

‘If your doctor suggests surgery, get 
a second opinion. 

*Don’t smoke — smoking seems to 
aggravate back pain. 

Rarely, persistent or severe low-back 
pain can be a sign of some underlying ill- 
ness (such as cancer, infections, or joint 
disease), and if your condition worsens, 
you may need further diagnosis oreven 
an MRI. But within 12 weeks, according 
to Dr. Deyo, nearly 95% of back-pain 
patients have returned to work. “A bit of 
reassurance about the likelihood of rapid 
recovery can go a long way toward help- 
ing these patients recuperate.” 

— Reprinted permission of the 
University of California at Berkeley 
Wellness Letter, © Health Letter Associates, 
1994.4 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


G 


Bardzo 
Dobre 


Jedzenie 


A neighborhood restaurant, 
far from the madding crowds, 
around the corner from 
Main Street. 


Reservations 586-5650 
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Emotional Filness 


by Tom Raymond, MSW 


ear Tom, 

I've been going out with the same woman 
for several years now. Although we get along 
pretty well, I haven't felt ready to take the 
next step and tie the knot. She says I’m afraid 
of commitment because my parents got 
divorced and that because of that expe- 
rience I don’t have any faith that rela- 
tionships can last. We moved in togeth- 
er last year and things get rocky from 
time to time, but she says most of the 
problems would go away if we simply 
made a commitment to be together. 

Sometimes I think she’s right, partly 
because I don’t know anyone else I'd rather 
be with, but when I think of that knot it feels 
like it’s going to be tied around my neck. Do 
I need to explore the effects of my parents’ 
divorce or try and slip out of the noose before 
she pulls the trap door? 

— Going to the Chapel? 


The fear of commitment should not be 
underestimated, Your parents’ divorce is 
just one of a thousand reasons you might 
have for believing that the making and 
maintaining of an intimate relationship is 
easier said than done. 

The problem with reducing anxiety 
about commitment to a phobia is that it 
assumes “normal” people take such deci- 
sions in stride. 1 believe it’s just the oppo- 
site. People who assume their relationship 


will work simply because they love each 
other are not anxious enough, 

Rather than debate the issue of com- 
mitment, I'd explore the issue of intima- 
cy. A shorthand way of making sure you 
touch the right bases is to include the three 
F’s — fun, fights, and future. 

What do you do for fun? What's hap- 


and use it to hold up your pants. You'll 
have done all you can to assure your shot 
at success. The fear that’s left comes with 
the territory. 


Dear Tom, 
My parents are nearing retirement. Instead 
of enjoying themselves, they are bickering 


Reality continues to be the third member of 
every relationship no matter what phase of 


the life cycle you’re in. 


pening in bed, in the kitchen, or on Sunday 
afternoons? Couples who discover they 
‘really don’t enjoy each other’s company 
should cut their losses and resume their 
searches. 

Next comes fighting. How do you han- 
dle the inevitable conflicts and disagree- 
ments that plague all relationships? Can 
you talk them out, come up with com- 
promises, and follow through with solu- 
tions? 

And what about the future? Have you 
discussed in detail where you want to live 
and work, or whether your plans include 
children? What about the bank account 
— are you going to save for a condo in 
Florida or a cottage in Maine? 

If you make it through these conversa- 
tions you can take the rope off your neck 


more and acting like stubborn five-year-old 
children. Is this some kind of double senili- 
ty setting in or could they really be headed 
for a divorce after happily raising four chil- 
dren? In either case, is there a role for me to 
play in getting things going in a better direc- 
tion? 

— Sad to See 


Both of the possibilities you cite are pos- 
sible but not probable. I’d put my money 
on the anxiety surrounding their rapidly 
approaching retirements. Reality contin- 
ues to be the third member of every rela- 
tionship no matter what phase of the life 
cycle you're in. The fact that your parents 
did a bang-up job of raising four kids does 
not mean they'll be able to handle the new 
reality of having nothing to do but “enjoy” 


themselves. 

Preparing for retirement takes as much 
time and energy as preparing for any other 
career change. Couples who spent years 
developing a love of trout fishing, square 
dancing, or skydiving have an advantage 
over couples whose leisure pursuits were 
confined to the activities of their children. 

However, there’s no time like the 
present. If you get the opportunity, 
see if you can nudge them in the direc- 
tion of some mutually agreeable activ- 
ity. President and Mrs. Carter build 
homes for the homeless. Other cou- 
ples sell their homes and chase one 
another around in RVs. 

This does not mean that your par- 
ents won't need solo activities, or that life 
will be a bed of roses once they’re ham- 
mering nails for a good cause. (I’m sure 
Jimmy and Rosalyn go at it from time to 
time.) 

Still, the biggest problem your parents 
face is how to replace their jobs and par- 
enting with equally rewarding leisure pur- 
suits. If they don’t find something soon, 
they'll end up pursuing each other like hens 
in a chicken coop — not a pretty sight. 


Tom Raymond, MSW, is a licensed clini- 
cal social worker who provides individual, 
family, and couples therapy at his office in 
Northfield, Massachusetts, Direct your ques- 
tions to: Emotional Fitness, Optimist 
Publications, 13 Old South Street, 
Northampton, MA 01060. * 


THE COYOTES 
LOUISE TAYLOR 
PETER NELSON 
MCcNIXONS 


For the Record in Amherst 


Bread & Circus in Hadley 


LONESOME BROTHERS 


~ WRSI PRESENTS A BENEFIT PROJECT TO FIGHT HUNGER IN| 


HOMEGRO 


CD and CASSETTE — 


SCUD MOUNTAIN Boys 
MONTENIA & PARADISE CITY JAZZ BAND 
JOHN SHELDON & BLUE STREAK 


‘CHANTERELLE 


TONY VACCA & TIM MORAN 


Dynamite Records and Main St. Records in Northampton 
Globe Bookshop and Beyond Words Bookshop in Northampton 
Odyssey Bookshop in South Hadley 
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ERICA WHEELER 
BIG BAD BOLLOCKS 
EQUALITES 


OUTERSPACE BAND 


LIZA CONSTABLE & JEFF PEVAR 


JIM HENRY 


WRSI's Homegrown Harvest Album is on sale at: 
About Music and Greenfields Market in Greenfield 
Rapcity and Maple Leaf Music in Brattleboro 


fund 
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art courtesy of R. Michelson Gallery, Northampton 


Gift Certificates Available 


Fitzwilly’s 
is Northampton. 


23 Main Street 
584-8666 
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fter an all-too-brief stay at the 

top of the charts, the University 

of Massachusetts Minutemen hit 

their heads on the ceiling, losing 
to seventh-ranked Kansas 81-75 at the inau- 
gural John R. Wooden classic in Anaheim, 
California. It wasn’t the heady enthusiasm 
which goes with a #1 national ranking that 
did UMass in, nor the 3,000-mile road trip 
to play in the prestigious event, but rather 
a solid and balanced Jayhawks team which 
did unto the Minutemen as they themselves 
have done unto many an opponent in 
recent years, 

Point guard Derek Kellogg pointed 
out after the loss, “We can’t expect Lou 
to get 35 points a night.” And if not for 
Lou Roe, Kansas would have had it rel- 
atively easy against the Minutemen. 
Roe poured in 33 points — 20 in the 
first half alone — to give UMass a one- 
point lead at the break. He added 10 
rebounds and was undoubtedly the best 
player on display at the Wooden Classic 
— but you're not going to win many 
basketball games going one-on-five, 
unless it’s Shaquille O'Neal against a 


“With 


GEORGE MILLER 
The Voice of The UMass Minutemen 


team of giggling six-year-olds. 

My colleague Marty Dobrow of the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette has pointed out very 
accurately that this loss can be favorably 
compared to the 
last loss UMass 
suffered at home 
—a 76-75 setback 
at the hands of 
West Virginia on 
January 8, 1992. 
Four days earlier, 
UMass had posted 
a landmark victory over the then-unbeaten 
Oklahoma in Springfield, a win which gave the 
Minutemen their first-ever national ranking, at 
#25, Fast forward nearly three years, to UMass’ 
thrashing of defending national champion 
Arkansas, which propelled the Minutemen into 
the top spot nationally — a #1 ranking which 
they kept for only a week. 

Upon further examination of those two 
losses nearly three years apart, it was near- 
ly the identical play — pulled off by both 
West Virginia and Kansas — which burned 
the Minutemen time and again. The 
Mountaineers hit over the top of the UMass 


Lou Roe won't keep this 
team at or near the top 
by himself, even with 
his wealth of talent. 


defense with lob passes for easy lay-ups, 
while the Jayhawks threw the lob even high- 
er over the defense for several deflating alley- 
oop dunks. That allowed Kansas to break 
away froma 
53-53 tie 
midway 
through the 
second half, 
and to build 
up a9-point 
lead before 
settling fora 
6-point win. 

John Calipari was quick to credit Kansas’ 
players and coaches for doing just a flat- 
out better job, and equally quick to take 
the blame for not preparing his team 
the way he felt he should. Traditionally 
the Minutemen have been at their best 
with time to prepare for the big game 
— specifically five to seven days — but 
Kansas was able to turn UMass’ own 
strengths back onto themselves. It’s been 
pleasing to watch Lou Roe post huge 
numbers in the first couple of games, 
against top-flight teams and in nation- 


ee 


al settings, but any time you look at 
a box score and find that Roe had to 
take 25 shots in a game, that’s a pretty 
fair indicator that the Minutemen came 


up short. The considerable help he 
received against Arkansas was notice- 
ably lacking against Kansas, and Roe 
won't keep this team at or near the top 
by himself, even with his wealth of tal- 
ent. 

Ifa #1 ranking is all you care about, 
then don’t panic, because there’s plen- 
ty of time to get it back. More impor- 
tant, though, is this team’s necessity to 
play at a consistently high level without 
wilting ina spotlight that’s brighter and 
hotter than ever before. And while many 
will now consider the victory over 
Arkansas to be somewhat cheapened 
(rightly or not), the Minutemen have 
made it abundantly clear that even the 
best teams in the land aren’t playing 
nearly their best basketball in the first 
week of December. 

George Miller is Sports Director on 
WHMP AM/FM. Listen to all UMass 
basketball games on WHMP.e 


¢ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


Winter Ski 


Gloves 
(mens, boy, girls) 
Now 


ONLY 
WERE *21.00 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


GOLF CLUB SET 


5 }99" 


Price Price 
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521 MEADOW STREET, CHICOPEE 
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 8-12 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Take exit 4 off |-391, turn left, then left at the lights. 
Every WEDNESDAY is SENIOR CITIZEN'S DAY. 
SAVE 10% on your total purchase 


and over quality with proper |.D 


RTS SPECTACULARI! 


GOLF BAGS 


(discontinued) 
to 87 Now 25% off| Now 


PRO STYLE 
GOLF SWEATERS | GOLF BAGS 


(discontinued) 


EXECUTIVE 


GOLF CLUB SET 
(discontinued Model) 


sas p50 


Outlet 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | 


ALDING 


FACTORY OUTLET 


539-2056 


reviously marked down items 


18NMd JHL OL NidO 


Club Set 


Factory $93" 
Outlet 
Price 


© 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
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# IN THE ENTIRE 


UNITED STATES 


434 Memorial Avenue, West Springfield, MA 01089 
Mon.-Thurs. 8-8, Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5 


785-1631 + 1-800-446-1981 


CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 


WITH UMASS 
BASKETBALL 
COACH 
JOHN 
= CALIPARI 


ALY SIISI 
ray ie 
if 


Vital Statistics D2”: 
Se Others Ing) e' 


Vital Statistics on... 
Dana Dingle 
6'6” 212 Ibs. Junior Forward 

eBorn 12/8/73 

eAveraged 8.0 points and 6.2 rebounds last year 

Started in all but three games in 1993 - 94 season for 

the Minutemen 

eHad a career-high 11 rebounds against Cleveland State and 

10 points for a double-double in 1993 - 94 

In 1993 - 94 scored in double figures in six of the first ten games 

Named to the Pre-season NIT All-Tournament team after 
scoring a career-high 20 points against Kansas in last year’s 
championship game 

Finished second on UMass’s team in total rebounds for the 
1993 - 94 season with 216 

*As a freshman was named to the Atlantic 10 All-Freshman team 


BASKETBALL 
WATCH 


Cleary Jewelers proudly 
introduces the Official UMass 
Basketball Watch. This 
handsome timepiece with a quartz 
, movement and genuine leather 
» strap can be found 
exclusively at Cleary’s for $69.95. 


[CLEARY cis) 774-2833 


jewelers 


248 Main Street, Greenfield, MA. 


LTNESS 


in a walk (or run) 


‘N Pre-Christmas 
Sale 
Come in and save 
hundreds 


Treadmills 


$ 13 Model 
Peloton igogels. 


Tac Syperts a 


15 State Street + 584-1016 
Downtown ° 15 State St. 584-1016 
90 Day Interest Free Financing * Rentals * Delivery 


BedQuarters BedQuarters BedQuarters -Rame/,, 


yan's * BedQuarters BedQuarters Bed Quarter, 


Is your old mattress guilty of robbing 
you of a good night’s sleep? 


Some mattresses are so worn out, sleeping on them ought to be 
against the iaw. We're offering a good chance to round up the culprits. 
At prices so low, missing out on them would be a crime, 


Give Your Back a Break and you pocketbook too! 


Queen From 
$229.95/set 


Twin From Full From 
$149.95/set $189.95/set 


Hassan’s SLEEP SHOP...’ 


Sun. non-A p.m., 


Rt. 116 South Amherst, 256-6184 Closed Monday FREE DELIVERY 


BUY°SELL*TRADE 


THE GRAND OLD SONGS, 
SUNG WITH HIGH SPIRITS 
WONDERFUL LISTENING 


A VAST SELECTION OF THE OLD AND THE NEW 
PLUS posters, stickers, t-shirts & more 


| MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 AM to 10 PM 
| FRI. & SAT 9. AM to MIDNIGHT 
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LEAD STORIES 


GREAT ART 


In November, New York City police arrest- 
ed the city’s most notorious traffic scofflaw, 
Leroy Linen, 41, after he inadvertently gave 
them his real name when he was stopped for 
having only a crudely hand-lettered “license 
plate” on his car. Linen’s driver's license has 
been suspended 633 times since 1990; when 
police entered his name into their comput- 
er, it took an hour and 45 minutes to print 
out all of his traffic violations. Still at large 
in the city are 340 others whose licenses have 
been suspended more than 100 times: 

Ina July article, the Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
described celebrated local artist Matthew 
Geraci, 35, whose show of “colorful, abstract” 
fish opened in a gallery in South Bend, Wash., 
recently. Geraci suffered “severe brain dam 
age” in a 1989 automobile accident, from 
which he has largely recovered except for two 
conditions; (1) he sometimes stares aimlessly 
at things for hours at a time, and (2) he has 
suddenly acquired an artistic sense after a 
lifelong passion for nonartistic endeavors 
such as math. Recalled Geraci, of his first 
flash of artistic insight, during a 1992 ther 
apy class: “I had eight colored pencils, and 1 
just started to draw... what I saw in my mind.” 
A University of Washington neuropsychia- 
trist said there is “nothing in the (medical) 
literature” to explain Geraci’s condition. 


In July in Iowa City, lowa, 26 pianists 
combined talents to play Vexations by 


French composer Eric Satie, consisting of 
a single sheet of music that must be played 
840 consecutive times. The work is a sin- 
gle page of chords, with the admonition 
that it should be played “Very Slow.” Each 
repetition lasts 90 seconds; the entire com- 
position takes from 21 to 25 hours to play. 

In February, artist Lars Kraemmer of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, emerged 
from a seven-week stint living in a 5-foot- 
by-5-foot box that had been built using five 
of his paintings. Kraemmer called his per- 
formance Retreat and said he saw dazzling 
colors in the total darkness — an inspira- 
tion that led him to develop a “new theo 
ry” of color during the seven weeks, “One 
thing it has done,” said Kraemmer, “is put 
me at ease.” 

In March, in Stinson Beach, Calif., as pub 
licity for his year-long campaign to collect 
enough brassieres to string across the Grand 
Canyon, the “conceptual artist” Ronnie 
Nicolino, along with 200 volunteers, creat- 
ed a two-mile-long sand sculpture consist 
ing of 21,000 size 34C breasts. Nicolino denied 
he is obsessed with breasts. “In my case, it’s 
not that serious,” he said. “I can be detached 


enough to at least be an observ 


Among the specialized, small-market 
magazines recently appearing in Japan is 
Combustible Garbage (Moeru Gomi), by 
artist Tetsuo Ogawa, 22, consisting mere- 
ly of a vinyl bag of garbage from his and his 
friends’ apartments. He solicits people to 
let him clean their rooms and periodically 
“publishes” the results, 

In May, a show at the Serpentine Gallery 
in London by British artist Damien Hirst 
featured his brutal animal pieces, includ- 
ing Away From the Flock, a lamb embalmed 
in a glass case (which sold for about 
$37,000). In previous shows, he has fea- 
tured Mother and Child Divided (a dead 
cow and calf bisected, with the innards in 
formaldehyde in a glass case), and a cow’s 
head being devoured by maggots (an exhib- 
it which had to be refreshed every 36 hours 
with a new head and maggots). In New York 
City in May, he will show skinned cows cop 


ulating 


CULTURAL DIVERSITY 


In August, several newspapers reported 
on the growing obsession abroad, especially 
in Japan, with Levi's blue jeans from the 
1950s and 1960s, As in America, used jeans 
sell for more than new ones, but in Japan, 
vintage jeans bring as much as $5,000 a pair, 
An Associated Press writer noted that trendy 


Japanese magazines fuel the jeans market 
by providing readers with “detailed instruc- 
tions on how to be hip.” (Used, sweaty Air 
Jordan shoes from the 1980s sell for as much 
as $800 a pair.) 

The New York Times reported in August 
on the increased pressure from Muslim 
mullahs in Iran to outlaw the satellite TV 
dishes that bring in Western programming, 
which is more popular among many peo- 
ple than the three religious channels avail- 
able locally. Among the most popular shows 
is Baywatch, quite an alternative in Iran, 
where even a woman’s ankle cannot be 
exposed, Said one businessman, “We are 
addicted to shows like Donahue. Today, 
Donahue had on a guy who has an open 
We 
We never hear or talk 


relationship with his girlfriend 
couldn’t believe it 
about this kind of thing.” (Iran permitted 
“live” broadcasts of World Cup soccer 
matches this year from the U.S., but only 
after deleting summer crowd scenes, which 
featured much female skin, and substitut- 
ing winter crowd scenes, in which specta 
tors were bundled up.) 

In August, the government of the 
Malaysian state of Perlis announced it would 
crack down on conservative female Muslim 
physicians who use pencils or pens or long 
objects to examine male patients. Many 


Merry Christmas From 


Pelham Auto Parts 
256-0457 


TTT TT 


Pelham Auto Parts 


Your one source for import parts 


The Pelham Industrial Group 


Pelham Auto Service 
253-9302 


Pelham Auto Service 
Since 1972 Pelham Auto Service has the 
standard for top quality service, repairs, 
and maintenance 


Route 9 e Belchertown/Amherst Line. 
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Muslims believe it is a sin ifa woman touch- 
es a man other than her husband. 

In July in Portland, Maine, Judge Robert 
E. Crowley found a 39-year-old Afghan 
refugee guilty of sexual assault against his 
two-year-old son. A neighbor had seen 
the man kiss the boy’s penis, but 
according to the man’s lawyer, and 
about a dozen Afghanis who attend- 
ed the trial, that is accepted, and com- 
mon, in Afghan culture as a show of 
affection. Crowley said the statute calls 
the action illegal even if not done for 
sexual pleasure. 

Following news reports earlier in 
the year on health benefits, Japanese 
fish markets have been experiencing 
a run on tuna eyeballs. Nutritionists 
had reported that mice injected with 
an acid from the eyeballs had lower 
cholesterol and could find their way 
through mazes much faster. The eyes 
are a delicacy selling for around $15a 
can. Said one fish company executive, 
“Unfortunately, fish have only one pair 
of eyes.” 

On a trip to New York in January 
to receive a prestigious international 
sports award, Chinese running phe- 
nom Wang Junxia, 20, told reporters 
that her daily regimen consists of up 
to 22 miles of running and a diet that 
usually includes worms, extract of cater- 
pillar fungus, and the blood of soft-shell 
turtles.’ Wang has broken so many world 
records that some suspected she was using 
illegal drugs, but tests have always turned 
up negative. Her coach, Ma Junren, insists 
her secret is the worm elixir, which he now 
bottles and sells worldwide, with revenues 
of at least $1 million, 

Since Sept. 20, health authorities esti- 
mate,that several hundred people have died 


photo Tobey 


in India of pneumonic plague, which had 
been absent from the country since 1966. 
Still, many Hindus in the country refused 
to kill rats, the most probable carrier of the 
plague. In Hindu mythology, the god 


Ganesh is accompanied by a rat wherever 
he travels, and worshippers still make their 
offerings on behalf of Ganesh and his little 
friend. Hindus have been seen taking rats 
from traps and merely releasing them away 
from their homes, hoping they will not 
return, In city parks in Calcutta, rats are fed 
much as pigeons are fed in the U.S. Said a 
retired government official in New Delhi, 
“The time has come for people to realize it 
is either us or the rat.” 


NEWS OF THE WEIRD 


UNDIGHIFIED DEATHS 

In November, a heavily intoxicated 24- 
year-old man in Garfield, N.J., died after 
he was run over by his own car that he was 
driving. He tumbled out while the car was 


in reverse, landing so that the front wheel 
pinned his neck, suffocating him. 


ELECTION RECAP 

Robert Garner, who won the Republican 
nomination for Hawaii's congressional seat 
in September, dropped out of sight after 
that and missed the entire campaign before 
losing the election in November to incum- 
bent Patsy Mink. The party hired private 
detectives to track him down but discov- 


ered his address and phone number were 
invalid and that he had no credit history. 
One person who signed his original nom- 
inating petition said he thinks Garner is 
well and may be living on a boat. 

After a state legislative candidates’ forum 
in Wentworth, N.C., in October, the wife 
of the Republican challenger tore into the 
incumbent, Rep. Bertha “B” Holt, after 
accusing Holt of “smiling and making fun 
of my husband” during his speech. Said 
the wife, Cathy Miller: “I'd like to pull every 
white hair out of that [deleted in original 
story] head.” Said candidate Ken Miller: “I 
think my wife is like any other female in a 
similar situation. She was defending her 
own.” 

In September, after six losing quixotic 
campaigns for parliament in Denmark, 
standup comedian Jacob Haugaard actu- 
ally got elected. Among his campaign 
promises this time were good weather, bet- 
ter Christmas presents, guaranteed tail 
winds for all cyclists, and standard-size dust 
bags in vacuum cleaners. 


SEEDS OF OUR DESTRUCTION 


Reminding the public that the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 applies to 
“mammals,” two activist petitions were 
recently filed with government agencies 
urging that (1) black Americans and (2) 
Old Order Amish and Mennonites be given 
protection under the act. In the first, 
Milwaukee activists Bob Thompson and 
David Young told the Milwaukee Sentinel 
in September that since young black males 
are about 15 times more likely to be mur- 
dered than whites, some pristine wilder- 
ness should be established for their preser- 
vation. The U.S. Department of the Interior 


continued on page 46 


WRSPRORTs 


FAMILY FUN & FITNESS 


® 


t's not just for kids ! 


THE TOTAL ADULT FITNESS CENTER 


CLIMB-A-MOUNTAIN 
RIDE-A-BIKE 
PUMP-SOME-IRON 
TAKE-A-HIKE 


SHAKE-A-LEG 
OR ANYTHING 
YOU LIKE! 


Our helpful professional staff will help you design an individualized 
workout program to suit your needs, The Center offers Trotter weight equip- 


ment and cardiovascular components as well as a wide variety of aerobics 


programs on the area's largest aerobics floor. 


Call to schedule a tour of our facility. 


317 Russell St. (Rt. 9) Hadley, MA 01035 
, 413°586°0633 


young customer thought.) 


book 


THE SQUIRES’ 


SMOKE AND GAME CLUB 


A lot of interesting people eat at Squires’, and some of them 
sign our book by the fireplace. 


(By the way, he wants you to know the ice cream was named 
after him...he did not name himself after the ice cream, as one 


Come by and see us over the Holiday season and write in the 


The restaurant on the Mill River at the Brassworks, 


. route 9 in Williamsburg. (413) 268*7222 


we or> 


Wavy Gravy came to the Squires’ Smoke and Game Club on ‘ 
a Thursday, when Tom McClung was at the piano. 
He ate ribs and drank a martini. He said they were’ the best. 


From now through Christmas - 
Bring in an unwrapped toy and receive a 
complimentary beverage from The Squires’. 
Toys are donated to Necessities/Necesidades 
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WORDS AND PICTURES 


continued from page 19 
dents,” Russell explains, “dollar days, and 
things like that. Museum members will obvi- 
ously always receive free admission. I know 
we have been free for a long time, but I feel 
that we are still accessible to everybody. 
We're expanding tremendously in size, there 
is a great deal more to offer. I think that peo- 
ple will be very receptive to it. There will 
also be more that people can take with them 
— not just learn, but physically take with 
them — that will be part and parcel of that 
admission charge. I definitely feel that with 


WINE LETTER 


this new format we can better accomplish 
our goal — to dispel misconceptions about 
this art form, and show just how wide a scope 
this genre of art can cover.” * 


The new Words and Pictures Museum will 
open to the public in conjunction with the First 
Night activities in Northampton on December 
31st. Admission will be free to those wearing 
a First Night Button. Call the Northampton 
Center for the Arts at 584-7327 for more First 
Night information. 


continued from page 23 

sheep-dip if served too cold. Italian whites 
taste like water and lemon juice if served 
in an ice bucket. Reds that are served too 
warm taste flat and burn the nostrils. Reds 
are meant to be served at cellar tempera 

ture and left on the dinner table. Whites 
should be taken out of the refrigerator and 
plunked on the table as well. The only thing 
that should be served in ice are bad cham- 
pagnes and good sweet wines. By not pay- 
ing attention to temperature, you may be 
losing or abusing the very appeal that you 
paid for in the first place. White wines as 
well as reds mature when opened; both will 
be more giving after being opened a little 
in advance. Many wines I have found tast- 
ed better the next day, while still others 1 
have opened in the morning for an evening 
meal. 

Number 3: Wine is made to go with food. 
Ifyou are thirsty, drink water or fruit juice. 
If you are watching football while eating, 
pretzels and potato chips, drink beer. Ifyou 
want to get drunk, go out and buy a nip of 
vodka, Wine is made to be enjoyed, in mod- 
eration and in an atmosphere that height- 
ens your senses rather than dulls them. It 
should bring out what is best in people, cul- 
ture, and cuisine, so use it accordingly. 

Number 2: Take ten minutes to learn the 


TALKING BUSINESS 


lingo. Buy,a Hugh Johnson Wine Guide, or 
any beginner's book on wine. This is sort 
of like a phrase book when you are a tourist. 
It will not allow you to speak in a conver- 
sation, but at least you will be able to under- 
stand the road signs. To know that Greek 
retsina is supposed to taste like pine resin 
or that “brut” on a champagne bottle is 
drier than “extra-dry” is helpful and will 
make you glad that you kept the book in 
your glove compartment. 

Number I: What is the number-one rule 
that will help you get a great bottle of wine, 
almost every time? Concentrate on what 
matters most: the goal. A wine should be a 
pleasing part of the meal. Do not worry 
about anything else. A good wine is a wine 
enjoyed. To find it, adhere to the advice 
listed above. 

Although | am no expert on wine, this 
traveler has been down the wine road many 
times and wishes to pass these tips along. 
Anything else? You wish advice on specif- 
ic wines out in stores this week? If you are 
a traveler | can point you in the right direc- 
tion, but I cannot take you there. Because 
as I have stated above, the trip is never over: 
I will not sell you apostcard so you can say 
you have been there. You have to get going. 

Regards, Yves Ferrand 


ES 


continued from page 20 

work for six hours. It's 6 a.m, to mid 
night some days,” said Seamon. The 
Black Sheep's catering plate is espe- 
cially full during the holidays and in 
the spring, when area colleges are 
bustling with events related to gradu 
ations and reunions. 

Seamon emphasized that catering 
doesn’t just have to be for traditional 
celebrations. “People can have a nice 
dinner party catered for less than they 
think,” he said. “All catering doesn’t 


have to be a hundred-person, multi- 
thousand-dollar parties. Ifsomeone says 
to us, ‘We'll give you $30 a person, Come 
do dinner at our house for ten,’ they could 
get an amazing meal — better than they 
could get at a restaurant for the price.” * 


To contact Myers’ Catering call (413) 584- 
4145;to contact Grand Occasions from Curtis 
& Schwartz call (413) 586-7565; to contact 
The Black Sheep Deli & Bakery call (413) 
253-3442 or 256-1706 


look Restaurant 


“QUALITY HOMESTYLE COOKING 
AT REASONABLE PRICES SERVED IN 
A CASUAL ATMOSPHERE” 
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once rejected a similar petition for the 
Samish Indian Tribe on the ground that its 
members were not “wild.” 

In November, in what is believed to be 
the first-ever relocation of its kind, the con- 
tents of a Paris sperm bank were trans- 
ported by truck about 2.5'miles to new facil- 
ities, with the logistical detail reminiscent 
of the transfer of nuclear materials. The 
300,000 sperm samples, frozen in liquid 
nitrogen, along with several hundred 
embryos, were insulated against spills and 
vibrations, and a motorcycle guard assured 
that the truck, which made four trips, could 
pass through all traffic signals without stop- 
ping. 

In August, Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammed of Malaysia proposed a new 
caning policy, extending it for the first time 
to women, who could receive the same non- 
scarring lashes as problem schoolboys, as 
punishment for such crimes as illegal immi- 
gration. 

A former municipal morgue attendant 
in Brisbane, Australia, told reporters in July 
that the morgue routinely made available 
for researchers a variety of organs from 
corpses without permission from the fam- 
ilies of the deceased, In particular, he said 
the morgue sold pituitary glands collected 
during the late-1980s for about 50 cents 
each in order to fund a staff Christmas party 
last year. 


In Brownsville, Texas, in September, 
Laura Lugo, 27, accused two women of lur- 
ing her to a Mexican clinic in 1992 when 
she was 8 1/2 months pregnant, drugging 
her, arranging for a C-section, and steal- 
ing her baby. Paulyna and Rosa Botello, 
Mexican nationals who were living legally 
in the U.S., denied the charges and told 
investigators at various times that each of 
them was the mother of the child, who is 
now ina foster home. As part of her law- 
suit to gain custody of the child, Lugo sub- 
mitted to DNA testing, which established 
a 99 percent likelihood that she is the moth- 
er. 

Operating like noted police public-rela- 
tions mascots Officer Friendly and Officer 
McGruff, a costumed Barry J. Bullet visit- 
ed kindergartens and day-care centers in 
suburban Chicago earlier in the year to tell 
kids, among other things, to hit the floor 
immediately if they hear gunfire. 

As of early 1994, according to the 
National Catholic Reporter, a machine was 
available to gather sperm for medical pur- 
poses that would sidestep the church’s two 
objections to masturbation (direct stimu- 
lation of the penis and presence of erotic 
thoughts). Experimenting with a machine 
that attaches to and vibrates the testicles, 
researchers at the University of the Sacred 
Heart in Rome OKed the device for further 
tests and eventual commercial use. 


— Universal Press Syndicate * 
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BREAKFAST AVAILABLE ALL DAY LONG 


HOMEMADE BREADS, 
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MADE FRESH DAILY 
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Weekly Dinner 8 Drink Serecials 
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Levi's | 
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Fleece 
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° World Music Tapes & CD’s 


: ° Gloves & Mittens 
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30 Years of Experience in Immigration Law 
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FREELANCE 
ADVERTISING & 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 
SERVICES 
Call for a free, no-obligation 
presentation. (413) 536- 

4746. 


Design. Specializing in 
strong graphic identity 
development for alternative 


businesses. Contact Jim 
Sadler. 586-4092 
Design. Certificates, 
awards, invitations, 


Announcements. Call Eric 
Sadler at 586-4092. 


Cleaning Services 


L'Air Du Temps Cleaning 
Service Inexpensive rates 
for perfectionists. (413) 
625-9895 


Macintosh Instruction and 
Consultation. Quark 
Xpress, Adobe Illustrator 
and Photoshop, Aldus 
Freehand. All levels. Jim 
Sadler. 586-4092.. 


Counseling 


Vocational Assessment: 
Know yourself and your 
potentials. For information 
or free initial consultation, 
call Rainhaven 
Counseling, (413) 525-0845. 


Publishing Services 


Writing, Editing, 
Publication Design. 
Dissertations, promotional 
copy editing. Janet Sadler 
247-5140. Hatfield. 


Home Maintenance 


It’s that time of the year 
again. Before the next 
snowstorm call the profes- 
sionals at Dunrite Services 
to come out and shovel or 
snowblow your driveways 
and clean off your walk- 
ways. No plowing. Call 
now for a free estimate. 
Call Robert Maffei (MBO 
Enterprises) at 549-5111. 


Immigration Specialists 
Call the experienced 
Immigration law firm. of 
Hans & Curran, P.C. for 
quality assistance with your 


immigration matters 


(413)584-3232. 


CAHILLANE 
AUTO PLAZA 


88 Dodge B350 Gray, 15 
Passenger, V8, AC 
PP GBS. 5... sisarssessece 7,995.00 


48 Damon Rd. 
Northampton, MA 
1-800-284-8099 

584-8099 
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Fathers and Sons 
Volvo ~ Saab 


94 Honda Civic LX 4dr. 
#3494A 


94 Chev. Suburban 4x4 
#9270 


94 Honda Del Sol #3484 


94 Dodge Ram pickup 4x4 
#p300 


94 Nissan King Cab 4x4 
#p314 


Ford Taurus GL Wagon 
#8465A 


93 Nissan Pathfinder 


4x4#p227 


93 Isuzu rodeo 4x4 #9265A 


93 VW Corrado #p311 


93 VW Passat #p308 


93 Volvo 850 GLT #p31 


93 Audi 100S #+DM1 


92 Audi 100cs #p309 


92 Toyota Celica ST 


#p224A 


92 GMC 2500 PU #p281 


92 VW Jetta GL #p253 


92 VW Jetta GL #p310 


92 Gmc Jimmy 4x4 #lal 


91 Mitsubishi 
#3490a 


Mirage 


91 VW Jetta GL #p244 


91 Audi 100 #p254 


91 Chev 3500 Dually 4x4 
#p260 


91 Jeep Grand Wagoneer 
4x4 #5348B 


91 Vw Vanagon #p292 


91 Audi 200 Quattro 
Wagon #p292 


9 Audi 200 Quaiuo 
Wagon #p298 


= 


91 Honda Accord Sedan 
#B486A 


91 Porsche C4 Cabriolet 
#3583A 


91 Audi 200 Sedan #p323 


91 Ford Escort LX Wagon 
#p316A 


90 Volvo 740 Turbo Wagon 
Ssp #8470A 


90 Mercury Sable GS 
Wagon #8300A 


9 Audi V8 
#9273A 


—) 


Quattro 


89 Saab 900s #8239A 


89 Volvo 740 Turbo #p302 


89 Porsche 944 S2 #p287 
9 Volvo 740 Wagon 
#8498A 


) 


85 Honda Prelude #9303A 


89 Porsche 944 #dcl 


88 Toyota Celica #3554A 


87 Saab 900 #9302A 


Financing Available 


The best place to buy a 
new VOLVO & SAAB is 
also the best place to buy a 
well cared for pre-owned 
vehicle. 


Visit these Volvo/Saab 
sales professionals for a 
great deal on a great pre- 
owned vehicle 


Vin Fusaro, Sales Manager 
Hank Carlson 
Barry Rose 
Walter Pereira 


f Titers Sons ) 


434 Memorial Ava. 
West Springfield 
1-800 446-1981 
413 785-1631 


Apartments For Rent 


Robinson Real _ Estate 
Specializing in residential 
Armory St 
584-9011 


rentals. 16 
Northampfon 


Brand New! 
Devonshire Place 
West Building. 
Luxurious | and 2BR apts. 
available 1/1, Private bal- 
conies, microwave, washer- 
dryer in every apt., much 
more!.Just seconds from I- 
91 and the Pike. Reserve 
your new home by 1/15 
and receive your FIRST 
MONTH FREE! (1 year 
leases only), Starting at 
$695 and $780, heat, AC 
included. Please Call for 
more info and to schedule 
an appointment, 
(413) 534-0097. 


General Me indise 


Van or RV Seats 2 Captain 
chairs, 1 bench seat. Good 
condition. $150 for all or 
make offer. Call Sean, 584- 
7196. 


Antique Gold Bracelet 
1.5 ounces of 18kt pure 
gold. Also Fimo beads and 
jewelry for sale. Hair 
wraps with hand-made 
beads. Great gifts, call 
Amanda. 256-1678. 


Doll Houses 
Local craftsman has 2 story 
Colonials, with stairway, 
front door and open back. 
Many colors to chose from. 
Under $100. Call 586-0607. 


Conscious BODYWORK AND 
ENERGY BALANCING. 
For women. First session 2 


hours, $30. Call Stevie, 259- 
1774. 


The Pleiadians-Plus 
Channeled By Amelia 
Would you like to discover 
why you have chosen to be 
here at this time? Or per- 
haps what direction your 
life is meant to take you? 
The Pleiadiands-Plus come 
to us with love, wisdom, 
and a sincere desire to teach 
those who are ready to 
learn their spiritual path. 
“We are. a collective group 
from the 7th dimension who 
have chosen to work with our 
Amelia that we might effec- 


tively bring forth much upon 
your earth realm in order to 
assist these changes that are 
about to come forth to your 
world.” By appointment: 
individual sessions, cou- 
ples, by phone, group semi- 
nars. (413) 543-1614. 


Aegis Therapeutic 
Massage 
Call for reasonable rates 
and general information, 
268-3292, 


Help Wanted 


Foster Care 
Individuals or families 
needed in the 
Florence/Northampton 
area to provide a home & 
daily assistance for careful- 


ly matched disabled or 
elderly adults Training, 
on-going support & tax-free 


income provided. For info 
& an application call the 
Program Adult 
Family Care Program at 
Highland Valley Elderly 
Services. 413-586-2000, 1- 
800-322-0551. A member of 
the Massachusetts Council 
for Adult Foster Care. 
AA/FOE. 


Director, 


SALES PERSON FOR LOCAL 
ARTIST. Percentage basis, 
Call Richard, 586-3276. 


MCAT Teacher Wanted 
Background in chemistry, 
biology, or physics. MCAT 
score of 11 or higher a plus, 
Call for more information. 
584-6849, 


Ashiko, Djembe, Conga, 
Djun-Djun, Conguito, Ossi, 
Claves, Mallets, Flutes, 
Cuicas. Fine skins, fine 
woods. All sizes, reason- 
able prices. Joe Platz per- 
cussion-classes-workshops-+ 
performances. 12 Water St., 
Leeds, MA 01053, Box 329. 
586-2427 


1968 Roman Teller 
$2,500. 


Violin. 
Perfect Condition. 
(413) 863-8168, 


Learn African and Afro- 
Cuban music, singing, 
drumming, hand percus- 
sion; all levels. Instruments 
supplied, private and 
group instruction, Level I 
Thursday, Level II Tuesday, 
Level III Wednesday, 7- 
9P.M. East St. Studios, 47 
East St., Hadley. For infor- 
mation call 586-2427, 323- 
5009, 


Notices/Events 


Let it be known: This is Le 
Shaq’s final hurrah on these 
here classifieds. Essayons. 


Internal Combustion 
Productions 
Looking for bands wanting 

gigs. 584-7111. 
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Advertise here! Optimist 
Classifieds; the best way to 
go 586-7070. 


Thank you St. Dude for 
favors granted. Nothing is 
hopeless if you believe . 
Love, David J. Musante 
Classifieds Manager 


Real Estate 


Robinson Real _ Estate 
Specializing in residential 
rentals. 16 Armory St. 
Northampton, 584-9011. 


Town & Country 
Realtors 


CONWAY - Sexy 2 bed- 
room, 2 bath contemporary. 
2.9A, 16’ ceilings. Gourmet 
kitchen. Fireplace. Central 
Air. $149,000. Town & 
Country Realtors, 585-0400, 


Harlow Properties 


AMHERST center. Room 
with shared bath. 1/27, 
$275 inclusive. 


BELCHERTOWN. Sunny 
2 bedroom Duplex. Large 
backyard, basement, 
hookups. Pets negotiable. 
Available 1/15. $600+. 


PELHAM. 3 bedroom 
Duplex on wooded lot. 1.5 
bath, pets negotiable. 
Available now. $610+. 


NORTHAMPTON. Large 
sunny 1 bedroom in gra- 
cious Victorian. Lots of 
closets, pets negotiable. 
Available 12/26. $625+. 


AMHERST. 2 bedroom 
condo, Quiet complex, end 
unit, eat-in kitchen, pets 
negotiable. Available now. 
$645+. 


BELCHERTOWN. mod- 
ern 2 bedroom Condo. 
Cathedral ceiling, 1.5 baths, 
deck, washer/dryer, pool. 
Available 1/1. $700+. 


HADLEY. 4 bedroom 
house country setting. Oil 
heat, pets negotiable. 
Available now. $900+. 


AMHERST. Spacious 3 
bedroom house. 2 baths, 
big yard, hardwood floors. 
Pets negotiable, Available 
1/1. $950+. 


AMHERST. Furnished 4 
bedroom house in Echo 
Hill, washer/dryer, fire- 
place, garage, oil heat. 
Available 1/95. $1,100. 
so 
Other listings available. 
Call 256-3442. 


Optimist 
Classificas 


The key to 


success 
(Se 


SHUTESBURY Nicely 
wooded lots located within 
Amherst Regional School 
District. Ready to build. 
$45,000 (AL323-6) 


HEATH Adjacent to pond!! 
A nice building lot with two 
perc sites. You can choose the 
best location for your home 
or camp. $1,000 bonus to sell- 
ing agent. $14,500 (GLF749) 


LEVERETT 10 acre parcel. 
Southem view to Amherst 
Notch. Total privacy. Area of 
woods and some of area’s 
most interesting rock forma- 
tions. Private but not isolated. 
Part of a six lot private devel- 
opment with lots ranging 
from 4+ to 20+ acres. Custom 
home packages available. 
$96,000 (AL825) 


SUNDERLAND Choice lots 
on brook and across street 
from Connecticut river. Sizes 
range from 3/4 to 1-1/2 acres 
and prices from $39,000 to 
$44,900. Act now for first 
choice. Theres one to suit 
your particular needs ! Area 
of fine homes. (GFL555- 
GFL559) 


AMHERST 
in quality 


NORTH 
Building, lots 
neughborhood. | Wooded. 
Town water and sewer 
Owner says, “sell.” From 
$49,000 (AL432-51) 


BELCHERTOWN Large 4+ 
acre wooded lot. Convenient 
to Amherst and Springfield. 
Can be combined with 4 acre 
abutting, lot for even larger 
site or for two homes. $39,000 
(AL551) 


Where Butterflies are still fite! 
Create your enchanted cot- 
tage on 6.7 acres of fantasy 
forest in the tranquil hills of 
LEVERETT. Another 4.4 
acres available. $55,000 


(AL560) 


SOUTH DEERFIELD One 
of a kind! Estate lot in lovely 
South Deerfield. Easily acces- 
sible to 1-91, & Rtes. 58&10. 
Area of fine homes, possible 
views of sugarloaf moun- 
taun. Woods assure private 
homesite. Public water. Long, 
Driveway. $68,900(GFL658) 


SHUTESBURY Combined 
two parcel building lot with 
stream and babbling brook. A 
prime home site perced and 
ready to build on. $39,000 
(GL636) 


HADLEY Great comer lot 
with high visibility. Terrific 
location for a wide variety of 
commercial uses.Permitted 
large gas station. 
Directly in front — of 

$1,200,000 


for a 


AMHERST Echo Hill north 
is the location of this lovely lot 
in a planned subdivision in 
an alresdy established neigh- 
borhood. On bus route. 
Beautifully landscaped and 
private setting high on a hill. 
$66,900 (AL739) 
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AMHERST 8+ acre building) 
lot. Abutts protected land. 
Open and Wooded. Nice 
building plateau far back 
from street. Private but not 
isolated. Easy commute to 
Holyoke, Springfield, and 
Northampton. Bay Road area. 
Many = details. $125,000 
(AL776) 


NORTHAMPTON One. of 
the best tracts of land in a gor- 
geous rural area near apple 
orchards with some superb 
views. Potential subdivision 
for high-end lots! $250,000) 
(AL567) 


HADLEY commercial, open, 
4 acres on route 9, high traffic 
count, close to I-91. $680,000 
(AL750) 


MONTAGUE 1900’ frontage! 
~20 acres. Five successful perc’ 
tests. Gentle slopesand level 
land. Nicely wooded—large' 
stand of pines. Ideal for multi- 
ple homesites or buy and hold 
for future. $99,900 (AFL666) 


AMHERST 
200 Triangle St. 
Amherst, MA 
01002-2193 
1-(413) 549-3700 


GREENFIELD 
21 Mohawk Trail 
Greenfield, MA 

01301-3252 
1-(413) 774-7432 


Ce 2 


36x38 
36x55 


36x42 


1100 Main St. (opp. Hofbrauhaus) 
W. Springfield, MA (413)746-2848 
An Apartment Shop Affiliate 


cn CIM ARI SS oe 


To place your Classified in The Valley Optimist, call (413) 586-7070, fax it to us at (413) 586-0412 


' 301 Barts 
| @HObbies & 


12025 RIVERDALE ST., W. SPFLD 
' 734-3429 


1__OPEN: MON 12-5 + TUES-FRI 10-72 SAT10-6 2 SUN.12-4_ _| 


An AMAZING selectton of BEADS and 
GIFTS from around the world at very 


FRIENDLY PRICES 


Open Mon-Sat 10-8, Sun 12-5 Now through Christmas 
119 Main St. Brattleboro 802-257-5114 


poco oo 


a 


any skate deck, hat, 
t-shirt, beanie or 
other clothing item 


e 


R00 


--~BOOKCASES¢_ .— — = ~ 


“Entertainment Centers Too” ! 


Yb ont at . 
Finish Your Furniture 
SOLID WOOD 

and ASSEMBLED 


from 
$84 
$72 
$57 


$29 


Optimist Classifieds 


From Greenfield to Springfield 
and everywhere in between 


= 


MA 413-586-8857 | 
| 


KING STREET, NORTHAMPTON, 


I 
L” 


d.c. heinel cleaning service 
p.0. box 143 
northampton, ma 01061 


Service 
Full Time 


Sales, Service, Networking 


a professional customized cleaning service Software, Rentals, Training 
for home, office, or business 
call for estimates 
586-4649 


Northampton (413) 584 3414 
Brattleboro (802) 258 2585 


Ingram 


authorized M x4Less € Authorized 
IBM Reseller a Apple Reseller 


THE SAAB JAS 39 


($555,000 PER MONTH’) 


Air bags standard. 


($349 PER MONTH”) 


MARK. REA 


Pio: TO ER 


PEOPLE, PRODUCTS, PERFORMERS, | 
PLACES & PORTFOLIOS 


| 

| 

NORTHAMPTON MA | 
| 


HOURS Mon Thurs. 6-8, Fri 8-6, Sat 9-5, Sunday 125, 


(413) 582-0448 


434 MEMORIAL AVE,, WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA (413) 785-1631 
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Gourmet coffees - 
*Herbal Teas Tiramisu *Espresso sBiscotti sHealthy alternative desserts 


On the light side 


Hummus *Gazpacho *Greek salad 


Live Classical Guitar every 
Wed. evenings 8:30-11 


Open Mike Poetry Reading 


1st & 3ra Fridays of every month 


1 East Pleasant Street, Amherst 
(in front of the carriage shops) 
549-7122 Open 7 Days 7:30 AM: 11PM 
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SOUTH DEERFIELD Values like this one go in a hurry! 1 
1/2 baths, den, 2 car garage in choice family neighbor- 
hood with views. Don't be sorry tomorrow—call today. 
$133,000 (GF824) 


LEVERETT Extraordinary custom designed authentic 
Colonial set on 1.2 acres of privacy. 4+ bedrooms, 2 1/2 
baths, studio with view of brook, cherry cabinets, Corian 
counters, Only 4.5+ mile s from Amherst, $359,900 
(A657) 


HADLEY Set on 5 1/2 acres of beautifully landscaped 
grounds, this immaculate home offers a large entry, spa- 
cious stepdown living room, and formal dining room. It 
also includes 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, an in-ground pool, 
and 8 person jacuzzi. Call today for your tour. $219,000. 
(A488) 


PELHAM-A RARE FIND! Country estate with 30 acres 
(ultimate in privacy) with fruit trees, waterfalls, & abuts 
conservation area. 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths 1860 
Victorian home seeped in history. In-ground, 20 x 40 
pool. Walk to Pelham Elementary School. Many special 
features! $340,000 (A347) 


AMHERST Great view — high on a hill. Classic brick 
front home with 3/4 bedrooms, 3-car garage. Lower level 
with private entrance — could be used as office or in-law 
space. Acre lot with lawn & apple trees set well back 
from street. Private yard with in-ground pool. $259,00 
(A522). 


AMHERST 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath Ranch set on a large 
private, wooded lot at the end of a cul-de-sac. Family 
neighborhood. Close to bus route. $112,900 (A967). 


AMHERST Short walk to the bus from this 3 bedroom 
home with fully applianced kitchen, living room, dining 
room, full walkout lower level with finishing possibilities. 
Garage. Quiet cul-de-sac in family neighborhood. New 
roof. New carpets. $126,000 (A670) 


HATFIELD Charming 2-story Colonial --100 years old-- 


presently used as a 3-family home but ideal for large sin- 


gle family! Walking distance to center of town.Large lot 
with attached 2-stroy shed/garage. Lots of potential. 
Slate roof. Town water & sewer. $134,500 (A671) 


D, H.JONES 


REAL EST. ROUP INC. 


Lisa Neffinger Davis, GRI 
Betsy Egan, GRI, CRS. 
Robert Glassman 
Andrew Jones 


OPPORTUNITY 


Kit Aldrich GRI, CRS 467-3679 — Reggie MaxOn.........cccccccscecreecenees 665-4847 
Claudette Boudreau, GRI 548-9414 Larry Miller, GRl.......0..00.0.cc0ccc 02111. 253-9616 
Sherry Coale, GRI -323-9505 — Marilyn Patton, GRI........... 967-6590 


323-5294 * 

549-3646 — Justine Rosewarne... 
256-6442 Joan Rosner, GRi. 

549-3700 Linda Rotti, GRI, CRS grancn Manager). 323-6854 


D.H. Jones srressisrseseessessesss+0 49-3700 — Marge Roy, GRl....sccccscccssscesceseseeses 256-8009 
Gerald L. Jones, GRI, CRB........... 549-3700 Beth Russell, GRI, CRS...... ..549-7288 
Keith O. Kaneta, GRI, CRS, CRB.549-1579 Chauncy Simmons, Farm Spec.....586-0575 
Carolyn LaFlamme, GAl................ 586-6441 Ann Sutliff, GRI. CRS.. +1: 549-5924 
Cathy Machon (Greentels Branch Manager).,..665-3306 Dee Waterman, GRI, CRS 253-7725 
Charlene Wooden. ee 253-0618 
ie] oi 
lease MLS | EQUAL HOUSING RELO, 


AMHERST 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath Ranch set on a large 
private, wooded lot at the end of a cul-de-sac. Family 
neighborhood. Close to bus route, $112,900 (A967). 


665-7492 
.. 863-8373 
...-536-5669 


Smitty Platt... 


J 
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SUITERS MIL MILL 


ee 4 hen 


Taal! 


The first, The best. Original Jewelry for over a Quarter-Century. 


